A GIFT FOR YOU - FROM DEEN2U.COM

%
\
—_— 1
\qb;
—_— 1
\
&
—
T?' o
NS

Surah Ibrahim

Abraham - Makki - 52 ayat — reflections on surah 14
of the Qur'an

QURAN

deen2u.com

One-stop center for Islamic resources - free to share

September 2026 - vi1.304.1



Surah Ibrahim deen2u.com

CONTENTS

Surah lbrahim

1 The surah in brief What it is, when it came, what it sets

out todo
2 Its themes 6 threads running through the surah
3 Key verses 4 passages, with a reflection on each
4  Reading it closely 4 sections
5 Carrying it 4 things to take from it
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ONE

The surah in brief

Gratitude for Allah's countless favors, and the prayer of Ibrahim,
contrasting the security of the thankful believer with the loss of
the ungrateful who reject the messengers.

Ibrahim is a Makki surah on the purpose of revelation — to bring
people out of the layers of darkness into light by their Lord's
leave. It threads gratitude and its opposite throughout, warning
that thankfulness invites increase while denial invites a severe
reckoning, and it depicts the Day when even those who were
followed disown their followers and Satan disclaims all he
promised. Its heart is the du'a of Ibrahim, who prays for Mecca's
security, for his descendants to establish prayer, and for
himself against idolatry. It offers the enduring parable of the
good word as a firm-rooted tree yielding fruit in every season,
and it closes reminding that Allah's favors are beyond counting.
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TWO

Its themes

* Revelation as light from darkness
¢ Gratitude and ingratitude

e |brahim's supplications

* The firmly rooted good word

* The reckoning and disavowals

* Innumerable blessings
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THREE

Key verses

And remember! your Lord caused to be declared (publicly): "I ye are

grateful, | will add more (favours) unto you, But if ye show ingratitude,
truly My punishment is terrible indeed.”

Qur’'an 14:7

If you are grateful, | will surely increase you; but if you deny,
My punishment is severe' — gratitude is framed as the very
mechanism of growth in blessing. Reflect that thankfulness

is not merely polite; it opens the door to more.

Seest thou not how Allah sets forth a parable? - A goodly word like a
goodly tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the
heavens,- of its Lord. So Allah sets forth parables for men, in order
that they may receive admonition.

Qur’an 14:24

A good word is like a good tree — its root firm, its branches
in the sky, giving its fruit every season by its Lord's leave.
Reflect on nurturing firm faith and true speech so that they

yield benefit continuously, not seasonally.
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And He giveth you of all that ye ask for. But if ye count the favours of
Allah, never will ye be able to number them. Verily, man is given up to
injustice and ingratitude.

Qur’an 14:34

If you tried to count the favors of Allah, you could not

enumerate them' — the sheer density of blessing outstrips
all accounting, even the breaths you take. Let the
impossibility of the count keep you from ever feeling
entitled or deprived.

O my Lord! make me one who establishes regular Prayer, and also
(raise such) among my offspring O our Lord! and accept Thou my
Prayer.

Qur’an 14:40

Ibrahim, in old age and after long trial, prays, My Lord, make

me an establisher of prayer, and from my descendants.
Reflect that his deepest ambition for himself and his line
was steadfast salah, not worldly success.
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FOUR

Reading it closely

Context and character

Ibrahim is a Makkan surah that belongs to the Alif-Lam-Ra
family, and it opens by naming the purpose of all revelation in a
single line: a Book sent down 'to bring people out of darkness
into light, by the permission of their Lord, to the path of the
Almighty, the Praiseworthy' (14:1). That movement — from
darkness to light — governs the whole chapter, which sets the
road of gratitude and guidance against the road of ingratitude
and ruin.

It takes its name from the Prophet Ibrahim, whose long and
moving supplication for Mecca, for his descendants, for the
establishment of prayer, and for forgiveness fills its later section
(14:35-41). Though named for him, the surah reaches him only
after building its theme, so that his prayer arrives as the living
embodiment of the grateful, God-turned soul the surah has
been describing. The mood is at once tender and severe: warm
in its talk of gratitude and Allah's favours, sharp in its warnings to
those who trade blessing for denial.

The commentators note that Ibrahim continues the Meccan
argument with the Quraysh — the same rejection the earlier
messengers met — but foregrounds a particular note: shukr,
thankfulness, as the true response to a God who has drowned
His creatures in blessings. The surah is, in a sense, an extended
meditation on what it means to be grateful and what it costs to
be ungrateful.
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How the surah unfolds

After stating revelation's purpose, the surah recalls that Musa
was sent with the same charge — bring your people out of
darkness into light and remind them of the days of Allah (14:5) —
and it retells his reminder to Israel, anchored on the promise
that seals the surah's theme: 'If you are grateful, | will surely
increase you; but if you are ungrateful, My punishment is severe
(14:7). It then sweeps through the messengers before him,
whose peoples answered every call with the same denial and
the same demand, and whose reply was steadfast trust in Allah
(14:9-12).

The middle of the surah turns to the fate of the arrogant
deniers, with a grim procession of images: the tyrant who
sought triumph and was left disappointed, with Hell before him
and foul water to drink (14:15-17); the ingrate whose deeds are
like ashes scattered by a fierce wind on a stormy day, seizing
nothing of what he earned (14:18). Set against them is the surah's
luminous central parable of the good word: it is like a good tree,
its root firm and its branches in the sky, giving its fruit in every
season by its Lord's leave — while an evil word is a corrupt tree
uprooted from the surface of the earth, with no stability at all
(14:24-26).

The surah then names the great ingratitude directly: those who
exchanged the favour of Allah for disbelief and led their people
to the abode of ruin (14:28). The believers are counselled to
establish prayer and spend before a Day comes with no
bargaining and no friendship (14:31), and Allah's countless
favours are enumerated — the heavens and earth, the rain and
fruits, the ships and rivers, the sun and moon, the day and night
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— with the sobering ling, 'if you tried to count the favours of
Allah, you could not enumerate them; indeed, man is deeply
unjust and ungrateful' (14:32-34).

The chapter then gives Ibrahim his voice. He prays that Mecca
be secure, that he and his sons be kept from idolatry, and he
acknowledges that he settled part of his family in a barren valley
by the Sacred House so that they would establish prayer —
asking that hearts incline toward them and provision be
granted (14:35-37). He thanks Allah for granting him Isma'il and
Ishaq in old age, prays to remain a keeper of prayer, and asks
forgiveness for himself, his parents, and the believers (14:39-41).
The surah closes by warning the wrongdoers not to think Allah
heedless of their deeds, and by describing the terror of the Day
when the earth is changed and hearts stand fixed in dread —
sealing with the reminder that this Qur'an is a proclamation for
all mankind, that they may be warned and know that He is one
God (14:42-52).

The major themes, in depth

Gratitude as the axis of the human response. The surah's
defining verse — If you are grateful, | will surely increase you'
(14:7) — makes shukr the hinge on which a person's fate turns.
Gratitude here is not mere pleasant feeling; the commentators
describe it as recognising the blessing, thanking the Giver with
the tongue, and using the gift in obedience. The surah
dramatises the alternative in the ingrate whose life's work
becomes ash in the wind (14:18) and in the peoples who
exchanged the favour of Allah for disbelief (14:28). To be grateful
is to grow; to deny is to lose even what one grasped.
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The good word as a living tree. The parable of 14:24-26 is one of
the Qur'an's great images and the surah's spiritual centre. The
good word' — understood by the commentators primarily as
the word of tawhid, la ilaha illa Allah, and by extension every true
and beneficial word — is likened to a well-rooted tree whose
branches reach the sky and which yields fruit in every season.
Faith, the surah teaches, is not a slogan but a rooted, fruit-
bearing reality: firm in conviction, elevated in aspiration, and
productive in every condition. Falsehood, by contrast, is a tree
with no roots, blown loose at the first test.

The uncountable favours of Allah. The surah gathers along
inventory of blessings — sky and earth, rain and produce, ships
and rivers, sun and moon, day and night — precisely to
overwhelm the reader with how much has been given, and then
delivers its verdict: you could never number Allah's favours, yet
man is persistently unjust and ungrateful (14:32-34). The aim is
to move the heart from taking blessings for granted to seeing
the constant, unearned generosity that surrounds every breath.

Ibrahim as the pattern of the grateful servant. When the surah
finally reaches its namesake, he models everything it has taught.
He fears idolatry even for himself and his sons (14:35), he settles
his family in a harsh valley purely so they will establish prayer
(14:37), he thanks Allah for children granted in old age (14:39),
and his every request folds back into worship and forgiveness.
The commentators note how his prayer weaves personal,
familial, and communal concern together — the picture of a man
whose whole life is oriented in thankful dependence on his Lord.
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Points of reflection

Ibrahim asks us to make gratitude a way of life rather than an
occasional mood. Its promise is precise — thankfulness is met
with increase, denial with loss (14:7) — so that how we receive
and use our blessings quietly shapes our future. The reflective
reader is moved to notice the favours that fill an ordinary day
and to answer them by obeying the One who gave them.

The parable of the two trees hands us a test for our own faith
and words (14:24-26). Is my belief a rooted tree — firm
underground in conviction, reaching upward in aspiration,
bearing fruit in season through action — or a slogan with no
roots, ready to be blown away by the first hardship? The surah
calls us to sink roots and to speak and plant only good words.

And in Ibrahim it gives us a person to imitate: one who never
presumes upon his own righteousness, who fears misguidance
even for his children, who builds his family's life around prayer,
and who ends every request in thanks and in seeking
forgiveness. To live by this surah is to walk out of darkness into
light along the grateful road that lIbrahim walked before us.
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FIVE

Carrying it

1. Make gratitude a habit — it is the God-given engine of
increase.

2. Plant good words and firm faith like a deep-rooted tree that
fruits in every season.

3. Stop keeping score of what you lack; His favors are past
counting.

4. Let your prayers for yourself and your children center on
establishing prayer, as Ibrahim did.

Where this reading draws from. Ibn Kathir, al-Sa'di, al-Qurtubi,
al-Tabari. A summary is not a tafsir: for the verse-by-verse
treatment go to the works themselves, or to the close studies at
deen2u.com/tadabbur/.
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