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Ta-Ha, “Ta-Ha”. Surah 20 of 114, revealed in Makkah, 135 — طه
ayat. The full text and a recitation are on the web edition at
deen2u.com/quran/20/.
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ONE

The surah in brief

Addressed to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم as consolation, the surah
recounts Musa's mission to Pharaoh in vivid detail, alongside
Adam's story, to show that revelation brings mercy not
hardship, and that patience and prayer sustain the caller to
God.

Ta-Ha opens by reassuring the Prophet that the Qur'an was not
sent down to burden him with grief but as a reminder for those
who fear (20:2-3). Its heart is the longest sustained account of
Musa: his call in the sacred valley of Tuwa, the miracles of the
staff and the hand, his mission to Pharaoh with his brother
Harun, the defeat and conversion of the magicians, the
drowning of Pharaoh, and the trial of the golden calf made by
the Samiri. The surah closes with Adam's forgetfulness and Iblis,
drawing the line back to the first human lapse, and it repeatedly
ties knowledge of God to the establishment of prayer and
remembrance. Ibn Kathir notes the Makkan disbelievers are
being answered through Musa's story: the same truth, the same
obstinacy, the same certain end.
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TWO

Its themes

Consolation of the Prophet

The mission of Musa

Tawhid and the Beautiful Names

Prayer as remembrance

Consequence of turning away
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THREE

Key verses

"Verily, I am Allah: There is no god but I: So serve thou Me (only), and
establish regular prayer for celebrating My praise.
Qur’an 20:14

God defines Himself first ('there is no deity but I'), then
commands worship and prayer 'for My remembrance' — al-
Sa'di reads prayer as the practical fruit of tawhid, its
purpose being to keep the heart turned to God.

(Moses) said: "O my Lord! expand me my breast;
Qur’an 20:25

Musa's request 'expand for me my chest' before a terrifying
task teaches that inner ease and clear speech are asked
from God, not summoned by the self; the tafsir treats it as
the model du'a for anyone facing hardship.

High above all is Allah, the King, the Truth! Be not in haste with the
Qur'an before its revelation to thee is completed, but say, "O my Lord!
advance me in knowledge."
Qur’an 20:114

'My Lord, increase me in knowledge' is the only thing the
Prophet is told to seek more of — al-Qurtubi cites it as
proof of the endless nobility of beneficial knowledge.
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"But whosoever turns away from My Message, verily for him is a life
narrowed down, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of
Judgment."
Qur’an 20:124

Turning from God's remembrance brings 'a constricted life'
even amid plenty; Ibn Kathir links this to the anxiety and
unrest of a heart severed from its Lord, whatever its
worldly ease.
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FOUR

Reading it closely

Context & character

Sūrat Ṭā Hā is Makkan and belongs to the earlier years of the
mission. It is famously linked to the conversion of ʿUmar ibn al-
Khaṭṭāb: the well-known report describes him storming toward
the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم in anger, then hearing this surah recited in his
sister's house, and being softened by its opening verses until
he went to accept Islam. Whether or not one leans on every
detail of that account, the surah's content fits it perfectly, for its
very first address is a word of comfort: "We have not sent down
the Qur'ān to you that you be distressed" (20:2).

The surah takes its name from the two disjointed letters that
open it, Ṭā Hā, whose meaning God alone knows with certainty,
though some early readers heard in them a gentle form of
address to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. Its character is consolation through
story. The overwhelming bulk of the surah is a single, richly
detailed narrative — the life and mission of Mūsā — offered to
steady the heart of a Prophet under strain by showing him a
predecessor who faced a mightier tyrant and prevailed by
God's help.

Its mood swings between intimacy and awe. There are
moments of extraordinary closeness — God speaking to Mūsā
in the sacred valley, telling him "I have chosen you" (20:13) and,
recalling His care since infancy, "I have attached to you love
from Me" (20:39) — and moments of terror, as the sorcerers'
ropes seem to writhe or the calf lows in the wilderness. Around
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the central story the surah wraps a frame of glorification: it
opens by naming God as the Most Merciful established above
the Throne who owns all and knows the secret and what is more
hidden (20:5–7), and it closes with patience, prayer, and the
promise of the Hereafter.

How the surah unfolds

After the opening reassurance and a majestic naming of God's
power and knowledge (20:1–8), the surah plunges into the story
of Mūsā with the words "Has the story of Mūsā reached you?"
(20:9). We are taken to the sacred valley of Ṭuwā, where Mūsā,
drawn by a fire, meets his Lord. God announces His own
oneness — "Indeed, I am God; there is no deity except Me, so
worship Me and establish prayer for My remembrance" (20:14)
— gives Mūsā the signs of the staff and the hand, and
commissions him to Pharaoh. Mūsā's response is one of the
most beautiful prayers in the Qur'ān: he asks God to expand his
chest, ease his task, loosen the knot in his tongue, and appoint
his brother Hārūn as a helper (20:25–35). God reminds him of
the earlier favours of his infancy, when he was placed in the
river and returned to his mother's care (20:37–40).

The two brothers go to Pharaoh with the command to speak to
him gently, "perhaps he may be reminded or fear God" (20:44).
Pharaoh challenges them, boasts of his knowledge, and
disputes over who the Lord of the worlds is; Mūsā answers with
the God who gave everything its nature and guided it (20:50).
The confrontation escalates into the contest with the sorcerers
(20:56–76). They gather in their multitudes, cast their ropes
and staffs so that they seem to move, and Mūsā feels a flash of
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fear before God reassures him that he is the higher. He casts
his staff, it swallows their illusion, and the sorcerers — who
understand magic better than anyone — recognise a truth
beyond magic and fall in prostration, declaring faith even as
Pharaoh threatens to crucify them. Their reply is a high point of
the surah: they will not prefer Pharaoh over the clear signs, for
he can only decree the life of this world (20:72–73).

The narrative then follows the deliverance: God commands
Mūsā to lead the Children of Israel by night, parts the sea, and
drowns Pharaoh and his army (20:77–79). It recalls God's favours
in the wilderness — the manna and quails, the shade — and
warns against ingratitude (20:80–82). Then comes the trial of
the golden calf. Mūsā hurries ahead to his appointment with
God, and in his absence the Sāmirī fashions a calf that lows,
seducing the people into worship (20:83–91). Mūsā returns in
grief and anger, seizes his brother, hears Hārūn's plea that he
had warned them and feared to divide them, and then
confronts the Sāmirī, who is banished with the lifelong penalty
of "touch me not" and whose idol is burned and scattered in the
sea (20:92–98). The surah draws back from the story to speak
of the Day of Resurrection — the blowing of the horn, the
levelling of the mountains, the voices hushed before the
Merciful (20:102–112) — and it consoles the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, telling
him not to hasten with the Qur'ān and to pray, "My Lord,
increase me in knowledge" (20:114). It closes with the story of
Adam and the forgotten covenant, the whisper of Satan, the
loss of the garden, and the merciful principle that whoever
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follows God's guidance will not go astray nor suffer (20:115–127),
ending on patient prayer and the assurance that the final
outcome belongs to the God-fearing (20:130–135).

The major themes, in depth

The central theme is that revelation is mercy, not burden, and
that God does not abandon those He sends. The surah opens
by denying that the Qur'ān was sent to distress the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم
)20:2(, and everything after is proof. In the story of Mūsā, God
speaks first of His own care — "I cast upon you love from Me,
and so that you would be brought up under My eye" (20:39) —
recounting how He watched over Mūsā since infancy. When
Mūsā trembles before the sorcerers, God says "Fear not;
indeed, you are the higher" (20:68). The message to a strained
Prophet, and to any strained believer, is that the God who calls
you to a hard task also equips and accompanies you through it.
Al-Saʿdī reads the whole Mūsā narrative as a mirror held up to
the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم: your predecessor faced worse and was carried
through, so take heart.

A second theme is tawḥīd as the core of every prophetic
mission and the ground of worship. At the burning bush the first
thing God teaches Mūsā is His oneness and the command to
pray in remembrance of Him (20:14). Pharaoh's rebellion is
precisely a rebellion against this — his claim to lordship, his
demand to know who this "Lord of the worlds" is. And the trial of
the calf is the same truth violated: a people who had just been
delivered by the one God turn to a lowing idol. The surah lets
the contrast do the teaching. The sorcerers, once they see the
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truth, cannot be bought back by threats; the calf-worshippers,
dazzled by a novelty, forget the God who split the sea for them.
The dividing line in every scene is the worship of God alone.

A third theme is the psychology of guidance and misguidance.
The surah is remarkably attentive to inner states — Mūsā's fear
and his prayer for a steadied heart, Hārūn's anguish at being
caught between a straying people and a returning brother, the
Sāmirī's self-serving cleverness, Pharaoh's arrogance. It names
the mechanism of the fall in Adam's story: "We had already taken
a covenant from Adam before, but he forgot; and We found in
him no firm resolve" (20:115). Forgetfulness (nisyān) and the
whisper of Satan are the twin engines of going astray. Against
them the surah sets remembrance — dhikr — as the very
purpose of prayer (20:14) and warns that "whoever turns away
from My remembrance will have a constricted life" (20:124).
Guidance, in this surah, is less about information than about a
heart that stays turned toward God and does not forget.

A fourth theme is the certainty and gravity of the Hereafter,
which reframes all the drama of Pharaoh and power. The
sorcerers already grasp it: Pharaoh's threats concern only "the
life of this world" (20:72), which is nothing beside what awaits.
The surah's resurrection scene strips the world to silence — the
mountains scattered like dust, the earth a level plain, no
intercession except by God's leave, and all voices "humbled
before the Merciful so that you hear nothing but a faint sound"
(20:108). This is the horizon against which the believer is told to
be patient with what deniers say and to guard the prayer
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(20:130–132). The wealth and adornment of others is called only
"the splendour of the life of this world, that We may test them"
(20:131), while what God provides is better and more lasting.

Points of reflection

Ṭā Hā teaches that the cure for a heavy heart is nearness to
God, not the removal of every hardship. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is not
promised an easy road; he is promised companionship on a
hard one. The believer who feels overwhelmed is pointed to
Mūsā's prayer — "expand for me my chest and ease for me my
task" (20:25–26) — as the shape of a soul that brings its fear to
God rather than being crushed by it.

It also plants dhikr at the centre of the spiritual life. "Establish
prayer for My remembrance" (20:14) and the warning that
turning from God's remembrance brings a constricted life
(20:124) together diagnose so much modern restlessness. The
surah suggests that the ache of a distracted, forgetful heart is
real and has a real remedy: to keep returning to the
remembrance of God, deliberately, as the antidote to the
forgetfulness that undid Adam.

And it models mercy in calling others to the truth. God sends
two prophets to the worst tyrant of their age with the
instruction to "speak to him gently" (20:44). If Pharaoh
warranted gentleness, the surah quietly rebukes the harshness
we so easily show to lesser opponents. The lesson closes with
patience: to bear what people say, to seek increase in
knowledge (20:114), and to trust that "the good outcome is for
the God-fearing" (20:132), leaving the final reckoning to God.
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FIVE

Carrying it

1. Revelation is mercy and relief, not a weight meant to crush
the soul.

2. Face daunting duties by asking God for an open heart and
clear words, as Musa did.

3. Beneficial knowledge is the one increase worth constantly
seeking.

4. A life cut off from remembrance is inwardly narrow no matter
how full it looks.

Where this reading draws from. Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari, al-Sa'di, al-
Qurtubi. A summary is not a tafsir: for the verse-by-verse
treatment go to the works themselves, or to the close studies at
deen2u.com/tadabbur/.


