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ONE

The surah in brief

Beginning the 'Ha-Mim' series, it magnifies the Forgiver of sin
and Accepter of repentance whose punishment is severe.
Through the believer of Pharaoh's house it defends tawhid,
showing that arrogant deniers of the messengers meet ruin
while Allah answers the humble.

Ghafir opens the seven Ha-Mim surahs by naming Allah as
Forgiver of sin, Acceptor of repentance, yet severe in penalty
(40:3) — mercy and might held together. Its heart is the story of
the believing man in Pharaoh's court who hid his faith and
reasoned with his people, entrusting his affair to Allah while
tyranny closed in (40:28-45). The surah presses the theme of
arrogance: Pharaoh, Haman, and their tower against the sky
stand for every proud denial of the resurrection. It ends by
teaching that faith declared only at the sight of punishment is
faith that comes too late (40:84-85).



Surah Ghafir deen2u.com

4 / 14

TWO

Its themes

Divine forgiveness and justice

The believer of Pharaoh's family

Du'a as worship

Arrogance and its ruin

Resurrection

Sovereignty of Allah
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THREE

Key verses

The Day whereon they will (all) come forth: not a single thing
concerning them is hidden from Allah. Whose will be the dominion
that Day?" That of Allah, the One the Irresistible!
Qur’an 40:16

'To whom belongs the dominion this Day?' is asked when no
one is left to answer but Allah Himself. Al-Sa'di observes
that what is hidden by earthly power now will be laid bare
then — all kingship returns to the One.

"Soon will ye remember what I say to you (now), My (own) affair I
commit to Allah: for Allah (ever) watches over His Servants."
Qur’an 40:44

The believer's parting words, 'I entrust my affair to Allah,'
model tawakkul under threat; Ibn Kathir notes Allah
protected him from the evil they plotted, showing that
reliance is not passivity but the strongest defense.

And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those
who are too arrogant to serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell -
in humiliation!"
Qur’an 40:60

'Call upon Me; I will respond' frames du'a as the very core of
worship, and the refusal to ask as arrogance. The
commentators link the promise of response to the warning
against those too proud to raise their hands.
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But their professing the Faith when they (actually) saw Our
Punishment was not going to profit them. (Such has been) Allah's
Way of dealing with His Servants (from the most ancient times). And
even thus did the Rejecters of Allah perish (utterly)!
Qur’an 40:85

Pharaoh's belief as he drowned was rejected because faith
under the sword of certainty is no longer a choice; al-Tabari
draws the lesson that repentance has a horizon that closes.
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FOUR

Reading it closely

Context & character

Surah Ghafir, ‘The Forgiver,' also widely known as al-Mu'min (‘The
Believer'), is a Makkan surah of eighty-five verses and the first of
the seven consecutive surahs that open with the letters Ha Mim
(the Hawamim). It belongs to the intense later Makkan period of
confrontation between the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and the Quraysh, and its
whole purpose is to strengthen the believers and warn the
arrogant deniers by holding up the mirror of history — above all,
the clash between Moses and Pharaoh, and the courage of one
hidden believer in Pharaoh's own court.

The surah takes both its names from its opening and its centre.
From verse 3, it draws ‘Ghafir' — the Forgiver of sin, Accepter of
repentance, Severe in punishment, Owner of bounty — a
description of God that fuses mercy and majesty and sets the
emotional key for the whole surah. From its central story it
draws ‘al-Mu'min,' the believing man of Pharaoh's family whose
eloquent, brave speech in defence of Moses is one of the
Qur'an's most stirring portraits of faith under pressure. The
surah's character is thus a blend of awe and encouragement: it
magnifies God's forgiveness and His terrible justice in the same
breath, and it consoles a small, persecuted community by
showing that God's help reaches even a lone believer
surrounded by tyranny.
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How the surah unfolds

The surah opens with Ha Mim and the declaration that the Book
is a revelation from God, the Mighty, the Knowing, followed by
the majestic litany of His names: Forgiver of sin, Accepter of
repentance, Severe in penalty, Owner of abundance — there is
no god but He; to Him is the return (40:2–3). It warns that only
the disbelievers dispute the signs of God, and that they should
not be deceived by their prosperous movement about the land,
for the people of Noah and the confederates after them denied
and were seized (40:4–5).

One of the surah's most beautiful passages comes early: the
angels who bear the Throne, and those around it, glorify their
Lord, believe in Him, and seek forgiveness for the believers
(40:7–9). Their prayer is quoted directly — ‘Our Lord, You
encompass all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those
who repent and follow Your way, and protect them from the
punishment of Hell; admit them, our Lord, to the Gardens of
Eden You promised them, and their righteous forebears,
spouses, and offspring; and guard them from evil.' That the
mightiest angels intercede for struggling believers on earth is a
profound comfort placed at the surah's threshold. It is answered
by the opposite scene: the disbelievers in the Fire, told that
God's loathing of them is greater than their own self-loathing
now, and pleading that they be let out — but there is no return
(40:10–12).

The surah then moves to its central narrative, the confrontation
of Moses with Pharaoh, Haman, and Qarun, who dismissed him
as a lying sorcerer (40:23–24). Pharaoh, in his arrogance, orders
the killing of the believers' sons and resolves to kill Moses
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himself, sneering that he fears Moses will change their religion
or spread corruption (40:25–26). At this moment the surah
introduces its hero: a believing man from Pharaoh's own family,
who had concealed his faith (40:28). His speech unfolds over
many verses and is the heart of the surah. He asks, ‘Will you kill a
man merely for saying, My Lord is God, when he has brought
you clear proofs?' (40:28). He warns them of the fate of past
nations — the people of Noah, 'Ad, Thamud — lest the like befall
them (40:30–31). He cries, ‘O my people, I fear for you the Day of
mutual calling, the Day you will turn to flee with no protector
from God' (40:32–33). He reminds them that they doubted even
Joseph before. And in his most piercing line he says, ‘O my
people, how is it that I call you to salvation while you call me to
the Fire? You call me to disbelieve in God and associate with
Him what I have no knowledge of, while I call you to the Mighty,
the Forgiving' (40:41–42). Pharaoh orders Haman to build a lofty
tower to climb up and look for Moses' God (40:36–37), and the
believer commits his affair to God, who protects him from their
scheming while the evil punishment envelops Pharaoh's people
(40:45).

The surah then shows the torment of Pharaoh's people: the Fire,
to which they are exposed morning and evening in the interval
before the Hour, after which they will be made to enter the
severest punishment (40:46) — a verse the scholars cite as
evidence of the punishment of the grave. It stages the disputes
of the damned: the weak and the arrogant argue in the Fire, the
followers begging their leaders to bear a portion of the flames,
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and all of them pleading with the keepers of Hell to ask God to
lighten the torment even for a single day — only to be refused
(40:47–50).

God then affirms that He surely helps His messengers and the
believers in this life and on the Day the witnesses arise (40:51).
The surah counsels the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم to be patient, for God's
promise is true, and to seek forgiveness and glorify God
morning and evening (40:55). It exposes the arrogance in the
deniers' breasts, an arrogance they will never attain the object
of (40:56).

The surah then turns to its second great pillar, the call to du'a
and tawhid. ‘Your Lord says: Call upon Me, I will respond to you;
those too proud to worship Me will enter Hell in humiliation'
(40:60). It rehearses the signs — God made the night for rest
and the day for sight, He is the Creator of all things, the Living
beside whom there is no god, so call upon Him with sincere
devotion (40:61–65). It marvels at how people are turned away
from the truth despite the signs (40:69), and warns of the yokes
and chains awaiting the deniers when the truth finally dawns on
them (40:70–76).

The surah closes with the recurring law of history. When their
messengers came with clear proofs, the deniers exulted in the
little knowledge they had, until God's punishment surrounded
them (40:83). And then the decisive verse (40:84–85): when
they saw Our might, they cried, ‘We believe in God alone and
reject what we associated with Him' — but their faith could not
benefit them once they had seen Our punishment; such has
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been the way of God (sunnat Allah) among His servants, and
there the disbelievers were lost. Faith at the edge of the abyss,
the surah warns, comes too late.

The major themes, in depth

God as Forgiver and Avenger together. The surah's opening
description of God is deliberately double-edged: Forgiver of sin
and Accepter of repentance, yet Severe in punishment; Owner
of bounty, yet the One to whom is the inescapable return (40:3).
Ghafir refuses to let mercy and justice be separated. The
angels of the Throne beg forgiveness for the believers in the
same surah that shows the damned pleading in vain to escape
the Fire. God's invitation ‘Call upon Me, I will respond' (40:60)
sits beside the warning that those too proud to call will enter
Hell humbled. The surah teaches that the same God is
boundlessly merciful to those who turn to Him and terribly just
to those who turn away, and that to know Him truly is to hold
both His names — hope in His forgiveness and fear of His
penalty — at once.

The believer of Pharaoh's family: faith with courage. The surah's
beating heart is the man who hid his faith in the most
dangerous place on earth — Pharaoh's own court — and then, at
the decisive moment, rose to defend Moses and openly
summon his people to God. His long speech is a masterclass in
faithful da'wah: he appeals to reason (‘will you kill a man for
saying My Lord is God?'), to history (the ends of Noah, 'Ad, and
Thamud), to their own hearts (‘I fear for you'), and to the sheer
inversion of their demand (‘how is it that I call you to salvation
while you call me to the Fire?'). He commits his affair to God and
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is delivered while the tyrants are destroyed. The surah offers
him as living proof of its later promise, ‘We surely help Our
messengers and those who believe' (40:51), and as a model for
the small band of Makkan believers: even one sincere voice,
protected by God, can stand against an empire.

The finality of the appointed moment for faith. Running through
the surah is a stern lesson about time. The disbelievers in the
Fire beg to be returned and are refused; the damned plead for
a single day's respite and are denied; and the surah's closing
verse shows Pharaoh's people and all like them declaring faith
only when they see the punishment descend — too late, for
such is God's unchanging way (40:85). The surah presses the
reader to grasp that repentance and belief have a window, and
that faith offered under the compulsion of witnessing doom is
no faith at all. The invitation ‘Call upon Me' is open now; the
surah's warning is that it does not stay open forever.

Points of reflection

Ghafir asks us to hold God's mercy and majesty together in a
single heart. To dwell only on His forgiveness breeds
complacency; to dwell only on His severity breeds despair. The
surah's portrait of God — Forgiver, Accepter of repentance,
Severe in punishment, Owner of bounty — is meant to keep us
balanced, drawing near to Him in hope while never taking His
justice lightly.

The believer of Pharaoh's family stands as a summons to
courage. Faith, the surah shows, is not only private conviction
but the willingness to speak the truth in hostile places and to
entrust the consequences to God. His example asks us where
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we have concealed the truth out of fear, and reassures us that
the God who shielded a lone believer in the most tyrannical
court in history is able to shield us. His words — ‘I call you to
salvation while you call me to the Fire' — reframe every worldly
pressure to compromise as, in reality, an invitation to ruin.

Above all, the surah calls us to seize the open door while it is
open. ‘Call upon Me, I will respond' is one of the most intimate
promises in the Qur'an, and du'a is the very marrow of worship
— a refusal to make it is condemned as arrogance. Set against
the repeated scenes of too-late regret, the message is urgent:
turn to God now, in sincerity and humility, and do not be among
those whose faith arrives only when there is nothing left to do
but confess. The surah's whole architecture, from the angels'
prayer of forgiveness to Pharaoh's final vain confession, is built
to move us to answer that call today.
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FIVE

Carrying it

1. Reliance on Allah is the believer's shelter when human
protection fails.

2. Ask Allah directly and often — supplication is worship, not a
last resort.

3. Arrogance is the root sin that made Pharaoh reject plain
signs; guard against it.

4. Turn back before the moment of no return; deathbed faith is
faith deferred too long.

Where this reading draws from. Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari, al-Sa'di, al-
Razi. A summary is not a tafsir: for the verse-by-verse treatment
go to the works themselves, or to the close studies at
deen2u.com/tadabbur/.


