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The surah in brief

Why it was revealed

Its themes
Key verses
Reading it closely

Carrying it

What it is, when it came, what it sets
out todo

1occasion from the authentic
collections

6 threads running through the surah

4 passages, with a reflection on each

4 sections

4 things to take from it

cLlad — Fussilat, “Explained in Detail”. Surah 41 of 114, revealed in
Makkah, 54 ayat. The full text and a recitation are on the web
edition at deen2u.com/quran/41/.

2 / 13



Surah Fussilat deen2u.com

ONE

The surah in brief

The Qur'an is a Book explained in detail,' a healing and guidance
whose truth the disbelievers refuse to hear. It calls to steadfast
tawhid, warns of creation testifying against the deniers, and
teaches repelling evil with good until an enemy becomes a
friend.

Fussilat presents a Qur'an ‘explained in detail, an Arabic
recitation that some, like 'Utbah ibn Rabi'ah, could not answer
and could only turn from. It moves through the creation of
heavens and earth — the sky shaped from smoke (41:11) — to the
Day when a person's own skin, hearing, and sight testify against
them (41:20-21). Its practical summit is the counsel to repel evil
with what is better, until an enemy becomes a warm friend
(41:34). It closes promising that Allah will show His signs on the
horizons and within the self until the truth is undeniable (41:53).
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OCCASIONS OF REVELATION

Why it was revealed

These are the occasions (asbab al-nuzdl) that the authentic
collections narrate for verses of this surah. An occasion explains
a verse; it does not limit its meaning.

Qur’an 41:22
Three men, from Quraysh and Thaqif, were talking in a

house and asked each other whether Allah hears their talk,
giving different answers. The verse "And you have not been
screening against yourself lest your ears, and your eyes and
your skins should testify against you" was revealed.

“Then the following Verse was revealed”
"Abdullah ibn Mas'ud - Sahih al-Bukhari 4816
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TWO

Its themes

e The Qur'an as clear guidance
e Steadfastness (istiqgamah)

* Repelling evil with good

e Signs in creation and the self
e Accountability of the limbs

e The Qur'an as healing
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THREE

Key verses

In the case of those who say, "Our Lord is Allah’, and, further, stand
straight and steadfast, the angels descend on them (from time to
time): "Fear ye not!" (they suggest), "Nor grieve! but receive the Glad
Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), the which ye were promised!

Qur’an 41:30

To those who say ‘Our Lord is Allah' and then hold straight,
angels descend with reassurance. Ibn Kathir gathers
reports that this descent comes both at death and at the
standing of Judgment — steadfastness is met with do not
fear, do not grieve.

Nor can goodness and Evil be equal. Repel (Evil) with what is better:
Then will he between whom and thee was hatred become as it were
thy friend and intimate!

Qur’an 41:34

Good and evil are not equal; answer harm with kindness

and the hostile one may soften into a close friend. Al-Sadi
calls this among the most beneficial counsels, though it
demands a patient, deliberate soul.
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Had We sent this as a Quran (in the language) other than Arabic,
they would have said: "Why are not its verses explained in detail?
What! (a Book) not in Arabic and (a Messenger an Arab?" Say: It is a
Guide and a Healing to those who believe; and for those who believe
not, there is a deafness in their ears, and it is blindness in their (eyes):
They are (as it were) being called from a place far distant!"

Qur’an 41:44

The same recitation is guidance and cure for believers yet
blindness for the resistant; al-Qurtubi notes the words do

not change — the heart that meets them does.

Soon will We show them our Signs in the (furthest) regions (of the
earth), and in their own souls, until it becomes manifest to them that
this is the Truth. Is it not enough that thy Lord doth witness all
things?

Qur’an 41:53

Signs unfold outwardly across the horizons and inwardly in
the self until the truth is plain. The commentators read this
as history and human nature themselves confirming the

Qur'an's claim.
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FOUR

Reading it closely

Context & character

Fussilat is a late-Makkan surah and the second of the seven
consecutive suras that open with the letters Ha-Mim (the
Hawamim). It carries two well-known names. “Fussilat” —
“explained in detail” — is taken from the third verse, which
describes the Qur'an as a Book whose verses have been laid out
and made distinct. It is also called Ha-Mim as-Sajdah because it
contains a prostration verse (41:37) and to distinguish it from
the other Ha-Mim suras.

The classical sources preserve a striking occasion connected
to its opening. Ibn Kathir, on the authority of Ibn Ishaq and al-
Bayhaqji, relates that ‘Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah, one of Quraysh’s chiefs,
came to negotiate with the Prophet #£ — to offer him wealth,
leadership, marriage, whatever might make him abandon his
message. The Prophet ££ let him finish, then recited from the
beginning of this surah until he reached the warning of a
thunderbolt like the one that struck ‘Ad and Thamud (41:13).
‘Utbah, shaken, put his hand over the Prophet’s mouth and
begged him to stop, and returned to his people visibly
changed, telling them he had heard speech that was neither
poetry nor sorcery.

That episode captures the surah’s mood exactly. Its whole
energy is the confrontation between a clear, self-explaining
revelation and hearts that have deliberately shut themselves
against it. The disbelievers’ own words are quoted early — that
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their hearts are wrapped away from what he calls them to, that
there is a heaviness in their ears, and that between him and
them is a veil (41:5). The surah answers that willed deafness not
with mere threats but by opening the reader’s eyes to a
universe that is itself “detailed,” speaking, and full of testimony.

How the surah unfolds

It begins by naming what is at stake: a revelation from the Most
Merciful, an Arabic Qur'an with distinctly laid-out verses, glad
tidings and warning together — yet most turn away and refuse
to hear (41:2-4). The disbelievers’ self-description follows, of
veiled hearts and stopped ears, and the Prophet ££ is told to
answer simply that he is a man like them who receives
revelation, and that the cure is to face the One God and seek
His forgiveness (41:5-6).

From there the surah turns to creation as the great counter-
argument. It walks through the making of the earth and its
provision, the heavens, the ordering of the cosmos in stages
(41:9-12), presenting a designed and generous order against the
smallness of idolatry. Then comes the warning ‘Utbah heard — a
thunderbolt like that of ‘Ad and Thamud — with a compressed
retelling of how those mighty peoples were destroyed after
boasting of their strength and turning from their prophets
(41:13-18).

The surah then reaches one of its most arresting scenes: the
Day when the enemies of God are gathered and their own
hearing, sight, and skins bear witness against them (41:19-22).
Astonished, they ask their own bodies why they testified, and
the skins answer that God, who gave speech to all things, made
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them speak. The passage exposes the delusion that our deeds
are private; even the members that committed the sins will turn
state’s witness. Alongside it stands the theme of the “bad
companion” (garin) who made evil seem fair (41:25).

At the surah'’s heart is its most beloved passage of
encouragement. Those who say “Our Lord is Allah” and then
hold firm — who are steadfast (istagamu) — have the angels
descend upon them, saying: do not fear, do not grieve, receive
the good news of the Garden you were promised (41:30-32).
This is followed by the ennobling of the caller: no one speaks
better than one who invites to God, does righteousness, and
says “l am of the Muslims” (41:33); and the ethic of turning
enmity into affection — repel the bad deed with what is better,
and the one between whom and you was hostility becomes like
an intimate friend (41:34-36).

The final movement returns to signs and to the Book. The night,
day, sun, and moon are signs — prostrate to their Maker, not to
them (41:37) — and the dead earth stirred to life by rain is set as
proof of the resurrection (41:39). The surah defends the Qur'an
against those who twist its verses and against the objection
that it should have come in a foreign tongue (41:44), and it
closes on a promise of majestic scope: God will show them His
signs on the horizons and within their own selves until it
becomes clear to them that this is the truth (41:53).

The major themes, in depth

The first theme is a revelation that explains itself confronting a
chosen blindness. The surah'’s very name insists that the Qur'an
is not obscure — its verses are set out, clarified, made distinct.
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The obstacle, then, is never the message but the refusal to
receive it. The disbelievers' claim of veiled hearts and stopped
ears (41:5) is a confession, not an excuse, and the surah keeps
returning to hearing: they will not listen, they drown out the
recitation with noise (41:26), and yet God addresses even those
who have shut their ears with an argument they cannot escape
— the world outside them and the body they inhabit.

The second theme is steadfastness (istiqgamah) and the
intimacy of the angelic reassurance (41:30-32). Classical
commentators note that the surah does not merely demand
belief but staying-power after belief — the steady, unwavering
life that follows “Our Lord is Allah.” Al-Sa'di draws out how much
comfort is packed into the angels’ threefold consolation: no fear
for what lies ahead, no grief for what is past, and the settled joy
of the promised Garden. Read against a community under
pressure in Makka, it is a promise that constancy is met, evenin
this life, by unseen support.

The third theme is the testimony of the self — the hearing,
sight, and skin that will speak (4119-24), and God's showing His
signs “in the horizons and within themselves” (41:53). The surah
frames the human being as both witness and evidence. Our
organs are not neutral tools; they are moral participants whose
account will one day be read back to us. Ibn Kathir connects
this to the wider Qur’anic teaching that nothing is hidden, and
the great closing verse turns that same principle into hope: as
the message spreads across the earth (“the horizons”) and as
truth is verified within the honest heart, its origin becomes
undeniable.
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A fourth theme, briefly but powerfully struck, is da'wah and the
transformation of enmity. To call to God is named the finest of
all speech (41:33), and the believer is taught a discipline that
runs against instinct — to answer the offense not in kind but
with something better, so that the enemy softens into a friend
(41:34). The surah immediately warns that this is heavy, granted
only to the patient and to “one of great fortune” (41:35), and it
prescribes the refuge to reach for when anger flares: seeking
God's protection from the whispering of Satan (41:36).

Points of reflection

The surah presses us first to examine our own hearing. It is easy
to blame the message for not reaching us; Fussilat locates the
barrier squarely in the will. The honest question it plants is
whether we, too, keep a veil drawn — whether we drown out
what we would rather not act upon.

Its central gift to the believer is the pairing of tawhid with
istigamah. Saying “Our Lord is Allah” is the beginning; the
surah’s promise belongs to those who then hold their course. It
invites us to want not a moment of faith but a steady life of it,
and it assures us that such constancy is companioned by
angels who whisper away our fear and grief.

Finally, it reforms how we treat opponents and how we carry
ourselves. To call others to good is dignified as the best of all
speech, and to meet harm with kindness is offered as the path
by which enemies become friends — a demanding grace
reserved for the patient. And in the knowledge that our very
limbs will testify, it calls us to a life we would not be ashamed to
hear read aloud.
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FIVE

Carrying it

1. Hold a straight course after declaring faith — istiqgamah, not
intensity in bursts.

2. Meet hostility with measured good; it can disarm an enemy
entirely.

3. Look for God's signs both in the wider world and honestly
within yourself.

4. The same guidance heals or blinds depending on how the
heart receives it.

Where this reading draws from. Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari, al-Qurtubi,
al-Sadi. A summary is not a tafsir: for the verse-by-verse
treatment go to the works themselves, or to the close studies at
deen2u.com/tadabbur/.
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