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ONE

The surah in brief

Continuing the tawhid theme, it exposes the powerlessness of
false gods and calls people to gratitude, kindness to parents,
and steadfastness. The jinn who heard and believed in the
Qur'an rebuke the stubborn Quraysh, who are warned by the
fate of the 'Ad in the sandhills.

Al-Ahqaf, the last of the Ha-Mim surahs, argues from creation
and history that Allah alone deserves worship. Its human center
is the believer who reaches forty and prays to be inspired to
gratitude, to do righteousness, and to be set right in his
offspring — the golden mean of faith across generations (46:15).
It recalls 'Ad, who mistook the wind of their destruction for a
rain cloud in the sand-dunes that name the surah (46:24-25). It
closes with the jinn who overheard the Qur'an and returned as
warners (46:29-32), and a call to patient endurance like the
resolute messengers (46:35).
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OCCASIONS OF REVELATION

Why it was revealed

These are the occasions (asbāb al-nuzūl) that the authentic
collections narrate for verses of this surah. An occasion explains
a verse; it does not limit its meaning.

Qur’an 46:10

Sa'd said the only person he heard the Prophet say was of
the people of Paradise was 'Abdullah ibn Salam, and the
verse "And a witness from the children of Israel testifies"
was revealed about him.

“The following Verse was revealed concerning him”
Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas · Sahih al-Bukhari 3812

Qur’an 46:17

In a sermon for the oath of allegiance to Yazid, Marwan
claimed the verse about the son who says "Fie on you" to
his parents was revealed about 'Abdur-Rahman ibn Abi
Bakr. 'A'isha replied from behind a screen that Allah revealed
nothing in the Qur'an about her family except her
declaration of innocence.

“Allah did not reveal anything from the Qur'an about us except what
was connected with the declaration of my innocence”
Yusuf ibn Mahak (reporting Marwan and 'A'isha) · Sahih al-Bukhari
4827
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TWO

Its themes

Kindness and gratitude to parents

The destruction of 'Ad

The jinn who believed

Steadfast faith

Patience of the resolute prophets

Warning against heedlessness
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THREE

Key verses

We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents: In pain did his
mother bear him, and in pain did she give him birth. The carrying of
the (child) to his weaning is (a period of) thirty months. At length,
when he reaches the age of full strength and attains forty years, he
says, "O my Lord! Grant me that I may be grateful for Thy favour
which Thou has bestowed upon me, and upon both my parents, and
that I may work righteousness such as Thou mayest approve; and be
gracious to me in my issue. Truly have I turned to Thee and truly do I
bow (to Thee) in Islam."
Qur’an 46:15

The prayer at forty — thanking Allah for the favor shown to
oneself and one's parents, and asking for righteous
descendants — is read by al-Sa'di as the arc of a whole life:
gratitude looking back, and reform looking forward.

Then, when they saw the (Penalty in the shape of) a cloud traversing
the sky, coming to meet their valleys, they said, "This cloud will give
us rain!" "Nay, it is the (Calamity) ye were asking to be hastened!- A
wind wherein is a Grievous Penalty!
Qur’an 46:24

'Ad rejoiced at a cloud they thought would water them; it
was the wind that erased them. Ibn Kathir draws the lesson
that what looks like mercy can be the very edge of
punishment for the defiant.
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Verily those who say, "Our Lord is Allah," and remain firm (on that
Path),- on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
Qur’an 46:13

'Those who say our Lord is Allah then are steadfast — no
fear will be upon them' distills salvation to a declaration held
firm; al-Tabari pairs saying with staying to define true faith.

Therefore patiently persevere, as did (all) messengers of inflexible
purpose; and be in no haste about the (Unbelievers). On the Day that
they see the (Punishment) promised them, (it will be) as if they had
not tarried more than an hour in a single day. (Thine but) to proclaim
the Message: but shall any be destroyed except those who
transgress?
Qur’an 46:35

The command to be patient 'as the resolute among the
messengers were patient' sets the highest human bar for
endurance; al-Qurtubi names Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, Isa, and
Muhammad as that company.
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FOUR

Reading it closely

Context & character

Al-Ahqaf — “The Sand-Dunes” — is the last of the seven
Hawamim and a late-Makkan surah. Its name comes from verse
21, which locates the destroyed people of ‘Ad at al-Ahqaf, the
curving sand-hills of southern Arabia where their prophet Hud
warned them. The surah draws together the great Makkan
concerns — the truth of revelation, the folly of idolatry, the
reality of resurrection — and adds two passages found nowhere
else in quite this form: a moving charter of devotion to parents,
and the story of a company of jinn who heard the Qur’an and
believed.

Its character is both tender and bracing. It reasons calmly with
the idolaters, challenging them to produce any evidence — a
thing their gods created, or a book — for what they worship
(46:4), and it answers the sneer that the Qur’an is “old magic”
(46:11) with the dignity of the steadfast. Yet it also softens,
turning to the intimate ground of the family and the passage of
a life toward maturity, and it ends by commanding the Prophet
.to the patience of the greatest of messengers صلى الله عليه وسلم

Coming at the close of the Hawamim, the surah reads like a
summation: it gathers the argument for God and His Book,
warns by the ruin of a mighty people, and points forward —
through the jinn who recognized the truth after Musa — to a
message meant for all creation.
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How the surah unfolds

It opens by grounding creation in truth and purpose: God
created the heavens and the earth and all between only in truth
and for an appointed term (46:3). The idolaters are then
challenged directly — show me what these gods you call upon
created of the earth, or bring me a scripture that authorizes you
(46:4) — and reminded that the objects of their worship are
utterly heedless of them and will, on the Day of Rising, disown
and oppose them (46:5-6). When the clear verses are recited,
they call the truth “manifest magic,” or claim the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم
invented it; he is told to answer that if he had invented it they
could do nothing to save him from God, and to point to a
witness from the children of Israel who testified to the like of it
and believed while they were too proud (46:7-10).

The surah records the snobbery of the elite, who say of the
poor believers, “had it been any good, they would not have
beaten us to it” (46:11) — reducing guidance to a contest of
status. It recalls that the Book of Musa came before as a guide
and mercy, and that this Qur’an confirms it in the Arabic tongue
(46:12), then names the way of salvation: those who say “Our
Lord is God” and then hold firm shall have no fear nor grief,
companions of the Garden forever (46:13-14).

The surah then turns to the family in one of the Qur’an’s most
affecting passages (46:15). It enjoins kindness to parents,
dwelling on the mother who bore her child in hardship and
delivered him in hardship, whose bearing and weaning span
thirty months — until, reaching full strength at forty, the grateful
servant prays: “My Lord, enable me to be thankful for the favor
You bestowed on me and on my parents, and to do



Surah Al-Ahqaf deen2u.com

10 / 14

righteousness pleasing to You, and make righteous for me my
offspring; I have turned to You, and I am of those who submit.”
Against this stands its opposite (46:17): the child who says “uff”
to his parents and denies the resurrection they warn him of.

The warning by history follows in the story of ‘Ad (46:21-25).
Hud reminds his people of the brother-warners before and
after him; they answer that they will not leave their gods, and
dare him to bring on the threatened doom. When they see a
cloud approaching their valleys, they rejoice, thinking it rain —
but it is the wind carrying a painful punishment, destroying
everything by its Lord’s command, until nothing is seen of them
but their empty dwellings (46:24-25). The surah underlines that
‘Ad had been given powers and faculties Quraysh never had,
and none of it availed them once they denied God’s signs
(46:26).

The surah closes with the jinn (46:29-32): God turned toward
the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم a company of jinn who came to listen to the
Qur’an, and when it was finished they returned to their people
as warners, saying they had heard a Book sent down after Musa,
confirming what came before, guiding to the truth and to a
straight path, and calling their people to answer God’s caller.
The final verse commands the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم to endure with the
patience of the “resolute” messengers — the ulu al-‘azm — and
not to hasten the punishment on his deniers (46:35).

The major themes, in depth

A first theme is the demand for evidence and the arrogance
that scorns it (46:4-11). The surah puts idolatry on trial by a
simple, rational test: bring proof — a created thing, or a revealed
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book — for what you worship. Finding none, the pagans fall back
on ridicule (“old magic”) and on snobbery, sneering that if the
message were good the low-status believers would not have
reached it first. Ibn ‘Ashur notes how the surah lays bare that
their unbelief was never about evidence but about pride; the
truth threatened their standing more than their reason.

A second theme is devotion to parents and the maturing soul
(46:15). This verse is the counterpart to the well-known
command in Surah al-Isra’, but it goes further in tenderness,
lingering on the mother’s months of hardship and giving the
believer a complete supplication for the age of forty — the age,
the commentators say, at which a person’s character is settled
and gratitude should have ripened. The prayer is beautifully
whole: thanks for God’s favor and for one’s parents, a plea for
pleasing deeds, and a hope carried forward into one’s own
children. Al-Sa‘di reads the passage as a portrait of the servant
who receives life as a trust and answers it with gratitude and
continuity.

A third theme is the warning of ‘Ad and the misreading of God’s
signs (46:21-26). The most vivid detail is that ‘Ad welcomed the
cloud of their doom as if it were mercy, mistaking punishment
for rain. The classical commentators draw the lesson that a
heart set on denial loses the very ability to read what is before
it, taking the approach of ruin for a blessing. That ‘Ad had been
granted strengths beyond Quraysh, and that all of it failed them,
is a direct message to any people who trust their power over
God’s warning.
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A fourth theme, which caps the Hawamim, is the universality of
the message, sealed by the jinn (46:29-32). That a group of jinn
recognized the Qur’an as truth after Musa, believed, and hurried
back to warn their own, shows the reach of this revelation
beyond the human world and rebukes the Makkans who, closer
to it, refused it. It also models right response to the Book: to
listen attentively, to submit, and then to carry the warning to
one’s people. The surah ends by binding the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم — and
the reader — to the patience of the greatest prophets, framing
endurance itself as the fitting answer to rejection.

Points of reflection

The surah asks us to test what we live by. Just as it challenged
the idolaters to bring proof for their gods, it invites us to
examine whether our own convictions rest on evidence and
revelation or on inherited habit and social standing — for pride,
not lack of proof, is what most often keeps a heart from the
truth.

Its charter of gratitude to parents gives the believer a lifelong
orientation. The forty-year prayer teaches us to receive our
own maturity not as a triumph but as a debt — to God who gave
us life and to the parents who carried and reared us in hardship
— and to pass that righteousness forward to our children. It is a
model for reading one’s whole life as a trust answered by
thankfulness.

And in ‘Ad and the jinn together, the surah sets two responses
side by side: a mighty people who mistook their ruin for rain,
and humble jinn who heard a few verses and ran to warn their
own. It calls us to be readers who recognize the signs and
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answer them, and it ends by commending patience — the
steadiness of the resolute prophets — as the mark of those who
carry the truth in a world slow to receive it.
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FIVE

Carrying it

1. Let gratitude to parents and care for one's children be part of
worship.

2. What glitters as good fortune may be a test or a warning —
stay humble.

3. Faith is a declaration made and then held steady through life's
pressures.

4. Model your endurance on the resolute prophets, not on your
own patience alone.

Where this reading draws from. Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari, al-Qurtubi,
al-Sa'di. A summary is not a tafsir: for the verse-by-verse
treatment go to the works themselves, or to the close studies at
deen2u.com/tadabbur/.


