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ONE

The surah in brief

The Inevitable Reality is coming: the surah recounts the
destruction of Ad, Thamud, and Pharaoh's people, then vividly
portrays the Day of Judgment when scrolls of deeds are
handed out, affirming that the Qur'an is truly the word of God,
not a poet or soothsayer.

Al-Haqqah, the Inevitable Reality, drives home the certainty of
the Resurrection through the fate of nations that denied it,
Thamud struck by the overwhelming blast, Ad by a roaring,
relentless wind, and Pharaoh and the overturned cities seized
for their sin. It then depicts the Hour itself: the single blast of
the trumpet, the earth and mountains crushed to powder, the
sky splitting, and the throne of the Lord borne above. The scene
divides humanity by the hand that receives their record, the
joyful one given his book in the right hand who is told to eat and
drink in bliss, and the ruined one given it in the left who wishes
he had never been raised. It closes by affirming the Quran as
the word conveyed by a noble messenger, revelation from the
Lord of the worlds, not the speech of poet or soothsayer.
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TWO

Its themes

The certainty of the Reckoning

Destruction of the deniers

The convulsion of the Hour

The book in the right or left hand

The Quran's divine origin



Surah Al-Haqqah deen2u.com

5 / 11

THREE

Key verses

The Sure Reality!
Qur’an 69:1

Al-Haqqah, what is Al-Haqqah, and what will make you
realize what it is? The repeated question, al-Sa'di notes,
magnifies the Day's gravity before it is even described.

Then he that will be given his Record in his right hand will say: "Ah
here! Read ye my Record!
Qur’an 69:19

As for one given his record in his right hand, he says
joyfully, 'Here, read my book.' Ibn Kathir describes the
delight of the one whose good deeds are laid open for all to
see.

And he that will be given his Record in his left hand, will say: "Ah!
Would that my Record had not been given to me!
Qur’an 69:25

As for one given his record in his left hand, he cries, 'Would
that I had never been given my book.' The contrast is stark:
the same moment is triumph for one and despair for the
other.
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"This was he that would not believe in Allah Most High.
Qur’an 69:33

He did not believe in Allah, the Most Great, nor urge feeding
the poor. The surah names the two roots of his ruin: broken
faith and hardness toward the hungry.

That this is verily the word of an honoured messenger;
Qur’an 69:40

It is the word conveyed by a noble messenger, not the
speech of a poet or a soothsayer. The tafsir tradition takes
this as a defense of the Quran's revealed source against
Makkah's accusations.
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FOUR

Reading it closely

Context & character

Al-Haqqah ("The Inevitable Reality") is a Makkan surah whose
single subject is the certainty of the Resurrection and the
Judgement. Its name is one of the Qur'an's titles for that Day —
al-Haqqah, the sure thing, the reality that cannot be evaded.
The surah opens by repeating the word almost incredulously, as
if the tongue can scarcely take in what it names: "The Reality!
What is the Reality? And what will make you grasp what the
Reality is?" (69:1-3).

Its character is that of a solemn, sweeping proof. It marshals the
ruin of ancient nations as evidence, then unrolls the cosmic
collapse and the two scenes of the resurrected — the joyful and
the ruined — before closing with a fierce defence of the Qur'an's
divine origin. The rhythm is grand and the imagery vivid; this is
a surah meant to be felt in the chest.

How the surah unfolds

After naming al-Haqqah, the surah reaches back into history for
its first argument (69:4-12). Thamud and 'Ad denied "the
Striking Calamity." Thamud were destroyed by the
overwhelming blast; 'Ad by a furious, roaring wind God loosed
upon them seven nights and eight days without pause, until
they lay felled like hollow palm-trunks. Pharaoh, the peoples
before him, and the overturned cities all committed the same
denial and met the same seizure — a seizing "exceeding in
severity." The lesson is historical and empirical: nations that



Surah Al-Haqqah deen2u.com

8 / 11

treated the reckoning as fantasy were themselves swept from
the earth, and God preserved the Flood as "a reminder for you"
and a warning that attentive ears might retain.

The surah then leaps forward to the Event itself (69:13-18). A
single blast on the Trumpet; the earth and mountains lifted and
crushed to powder in one blow; the sky split and frail; the
angels ranged upon its edges; and above them all, that Day,
eight bearing the Throne of your Lord. Humanity is exhibited —
"not a secret of yours will be hidden."

Now come the two personal scenes that give the surah its
emotional core. The one handed his record in his right hand
calls out in delight, "Here, read my record!" — sure he would
meet his account, and welcomed into a lofty garden whose
fruits hang low, told to eat and drink in health for the deeds he
sent ahead in days now past (69:19-24). Against him, the one
handed his record in his left hand wishes he had never been
given it, wishes his death had been the end, finds his wealth
and power availed him nothing (69:25-29). Of him the
command rings out with terrible economy: seize him, chain him,
roast him, bind him in a chain seventy cubits long — for he did
not believe in God the Magnificent nor urge the feeding of the
poor; so this Day he has no devoted friend and no food but foul
discharge (69:30-37). The pairing of denial-of-God with
refusal-to-feed-the-poor is deliberate and recurs across these
surahs.

The final movement (69:38-52) is a sworn defence of the
revelation itself. By all you see and all you do not, this is the
speech of a noble Messenger, not the word of a poet — how
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little you believe — nor of a soothsayer — how little you reflect. It
is a sending-down from the Lord of the worlds. Then the
astonishing counterfactual: had Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم invented
sayings and ascribed them to God, "We would have seized him
by the right hand, then severed his aorta," and none of you
could have shielded him (69:44-47). The very fact that he was
not struck down is offered as proof of his truthfulness. The
surah closes: this is a reminder for the God-conscious, a source
of grief to the deniers, and the absolute truth — so glorify the
name of your Lord, the Magnificent.

The major themes, in depth

The central theme is the ironclad certainty of the Reckoning,
argued on three fronts. First from history: the annihilation of 'Ad,
Thamud, Pharaoh and the ruined cities is presented not as
myth but as recurring evidence that God's justice overtakes
deniers in this world as a foretaste of the next. Second from the
cosmos: the disintegration of earth and sky shows that the
present order is contingent and will be folded up at a word.
Third from revelation's own truthfulness: the Qur'an cannot be
poetry or divination, and its Messenger cannot be a forger, for a
forger against God would already have been destroyed.
Certainty is thus built from the past, the future, and the present
all at once.

A second theme, carried by the two record-scenes, is that a
person's eternity is the harvest of what the hands "sent ahead"
in the days now gone (69:24). The joyful one is told his ease is
repayment for deeds already dispatched; the ruined one
discovers that wealth and authority — the very things the



Surah Al-Haqqah deen2u.com

10 / 11

Makkan elite prized — evaporate at the moment of truth. The
surah locates real security not in what you accumulate but in
what you forward.

Third, the surah twice binds faith to compassion. The damned
man's crimes are stated as a pair: "he did not believe in God the
Magnificent, nor did he urge the feeding of the poor" (69:33-
34). Right belief that leaves the hungry unfed is, in the Qur'an's
logic here, no living faith at all. The theology and the ethics are
inseparable.

Points of reflection

Al-Haqqah asks the reader to live now toward the record they
will one day be handed. The two figures differ not in their final
wishes — both, in a sense, want to be safe — but in what they
prepared while there was still time. The surah's tenderness is
that the blessed man is not boasting but relieved, and his relief
is entirely retrospective: it rests on quiet days of belief and
generosity already spent.

It also steadies the believer against the mockery of scoffers by
settling, once for all, the origin of the Book they follow. If the
Qur'an were a human forgery it would have been exposed by
God Himself. Reading it, then, is not clinging to "legends of the
ancients" but standing on the very truth that flattened 'Ad and
Thamud — and so the fitting response the surah leaves us with
is simply to glorify the name of the Lord, the Magnificent.
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FIVE

Carrying it

1. Treat the Resurrection as certain, as the ruined nations
should have.

2. Live now for the joy of receiving your record in the right hand.

3. Guard both faith in Allah and active care for the poor.

4. Receive the Quran as revelation, not human invention.

Where this reading draws from. Ibn Kathir, al-Sa'di, al-Qurtubi. A
summary is not a tafsir: for the verse-by-verse treatment go to
the works themselves, or to the close studies at
deen2u.com/tadabbur/.


