
A  G I F T  F O R  Y O U  ·  F R O M  D E E N 2 U . C O M

يمِ رَّحِ مَـٰنِ ٱل  رَّحْ هِ ٱل  لَّ سْمِ ٱل بِ

Surah Al-Kawthar
The Abundance · Makki · 3 ayat — reflections on surah
108 of the Qur’an

QURAN

deen2u.com
One-stop center for Islamic resources · free to share

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 6  ·  v 1 . 3 0 4 . 1



Surah Al-Kawthar deen2u.com

2 / 10

CONTENTS

Surah Al-Kawthar

1 The surah in brief What it is, when it came, what it sets
out to do

2 Its themes 5 threads running through the surah

3 Key verses 3 passages, with a reflection on each

4 Reading it closely 4 sections

5 Carrying it 4 things to take from it

ر Al-Kawthar, “The Abundance”. Surah 108 of 114, revealed in — الكوث
Makkah, 3 ayat. The full text and a recitation are on the web
edition at deen2u.com/quran/108/.
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ONE

The surah in brief

Consoling the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, Allah grants him al-Kawthar, the river
of abundance in Paradise. So he is told to pray and sacrifice to
his Lord alone — for it is the one who hates him who is cut off,
without legacy.

Al-Kawthar consoles the Prophet with the gift of al-Kawthar —
abundant good, including a river in Paradise. It was revealed
after the polytheist al-As ibn Wa'il mocked the Prophet as 'abtar'
(cut off, without lineage) when his sons died. In response God
grants him overflowing abundance and directs him to answer
with worship: pray to your Lord and sacrifice. The surah's final
blow is turned on the mocker — it is your enemy, not you, who is
the one cut off, severed from every good.
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TWO

Its themes

Abundant good (al-Kawthar)

Consolation of the Prophet

Prayer and sacrifice

Gratitude

The mocker cut off
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THREE

Key verses

To thee have We granted the Fount (of Abundance).
Qur’an 108:1

'We have given you al-Kawthar' — divine abundance
answers human scorn, showing whose estimation truly
counts.

Therefore to thy Lord turn in Prayer and Sacrifice.
Qur’an 108:2

The response to blessing is 'pray and sacrifice' — gratitude
expressed through devotion and giving, directed to God
alone.

For he who hateth thee, he will be cut off (from Future Hope).
Qur’an 108:3

The one who hates you is the one truly cut off — worldly
mockery recoils upon its author while the believer's legacy
endures.
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FOUR

Reading it closely

Context & character

Al-Kawthar is the shortest surah in the Qur'an — three brief
verses — and yet it carries a weight out of all proportion to its
size. Most commentators regard it as Makkan, revealed to
console the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, though some report it as Madani. It
takes its name from its first, remarkable word: al-Kawthar, a
form conveying overwhelming abundance — 'the abundant
good.'

Its occasion, well known among the mufassirun, gives it its
emotional charge. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم had lost his sons in infancy,
and his enemies — among them al-'As ibn Wa'il — taunted him
as abtar, 'cut off,' a man with no male heir whose name and
cause would die with him. In a society that measured a man's
future by his sons, this was a cruel blow struck at a grieving
father. Al-Kawthar is Allah's answer to that taunt: a surah of
consolation, gift, and reversal, tender toward the Prophet and
crushing toward his mockers.

How the surah unfolds

The surah opens with a declaration of grace: Indeed, We have
given you al-Kawthar (108:1). The emphatic 'indeed We have
given' answers grief with gift. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم himself explained
al-Kawthar as a river in Paradise granted to him, of surpassing
sweetness, and the broader meaning the scholars draw from
the word — abundant good of every kind — encompasses his
vast following, his prophethood, the Qur'an, his intercession, and
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the honour Allah bestowed on him in both worlds. Where his
enemies saw a man cut off, Allah announces overflowing
abundance.

The response called for is worship and sacrifice: So pray to your
Lord and sacrifice (108:2). The fa — 'so' — links the command to
the gift: because you have been given so much, turn wholly to
your Lord in gratitude. The two acts named, prayer (salat) and
sacrifice (nahr), are the outward and inward pillars of devotion
offered to Allah alone — a pointed contrast to the pagans who
prayed and slaughtered for idols. Gratitude for al-Kawthar takes
the shape of worship directed purely to its Giver.

The surah closes by turning the enemy's taunt back on him:
Indeed, it is the one who hates you who is cut off (108:3). The
word al-abtar — the very insult flung at the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم — is
returned to its sender. The mocker who called the Prophet 'cut
off' is himself the one truly severed: severed from good, from
progeny that endures, from remembrance, from the mercy of
Allah. The reversal is exact and complete.

The major themes, in depth

The abundance of divine gift. At the surah's centre is al-Kawthar
itself — a word chosen for its sheer excess of good. The
classical scholars, following the Prophet's own words, identify it
first with the river in Paradise, but they also open it outward:
whoever is given al-Kawthar is given good beyond counting. Ibn
Kathir gathers the reports of the Companions who understood
it as this river, and notes that a river of such honour is only the
visible token of a wider abundance — the enduring community
of believers who to this day send blessings on the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم,
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the perpetual recitation of his name, and the standing he holds
until the Day of Judgment. The taunt of childlessness is
answered with a gift so large it embraces the whole future of his
message.

Gratitude expressed as pure worship. The single command of
the surah — pray and sacrifice (108:2) — teaches that the
proper response to grace is devotion, and that devotion
belongs to Allah alone. Al-Sa'di stresses that the two greatest
acts of worship, the bodily standing of prayer and the wealth-
and-flesh offering of sacrifice, are joined here and directed to
'your Lord,' in deliberate rejection of the idolaters' habit of
dedicating their rites to other than Him. Gratitude, in the
Qur'anic vision, is not merely a feeling but an act — and the act
is worship.

The reversal of worldly measures. The surah overturns the very
standard by which the Prophet's enemies judged him. They
measured legacy by sons and survival by lineage; by that
measure a bereaved father was 'cut off.' The surah replaces that
measure entirely: what endures is not biological descent but
nearness to Allah, His gift, and a good that outlasts death. By
that true measure it is the sneering enemy — however many
sons and however much wealth he had — who is severed and
forgotten, while the one they mocked is remembered and
honoured across the centuries. The names of the mockers
survive only as footnotes to the man they tried to diminish.
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Points of reflection

Al-Kawthar speaks to anyone who has been made to feel small,
cut off, or without a future by the judgements of others. It
teaches that the world's measures — heirs, wealth, status,
visible success — are not God's measures, and that a person
Allah has favoured is rich beyond what any taunt can touch.
When people write you off, the surah relocates your worth
entirely: not in what others can see, but in the abundance God
grants and the nearness He gives.

It also fixes the right response to blessing. When Allah gives —
and He gives constantly — the answer is not pride or
complacency but turning to Him in worship and generosity. The
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, granted the greatest of gifts, was told simply to
pray and to sacrifice. For the believer, every gift received is
likewise a summons back to the Giver, in devotion offered to
Him alone.
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FIVE

Carrying it

1. Answer mockery and loss with worship rather than despair.

2. Direct both prayer and sacrifice to God alone as acts of
thanks.

3. Trust that God's gifts outweigh any human insult.

4. Measure legacy by nearness to God, not by lineage or worldly
acclaim.

Where this reading draws from. Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari, al-Sa'di. A
summary is not a tafsir: for the verse-by-verse treatment go to
the works themselves, or to the close studies at
deen2u.com/tadabbur/.


