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Surah al-Fatihah — line by line
Seven verses, said at least seventeen times a day. The first three praise, the fourth is the hinge, the last three ask.

1 · In the name of Allah

رَّحِيمِ مَـٰنِ ٱل  رَّحْ هِ ٱل  لَّ سْمِ ٱل بِ
“In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially

Merciful.” Counted here as the first verse of the surah; the

schools differ over whether it is one.

Qurʾan 1:1 · fiqh: the schools differ

١ 2 · All praise

مِينَ لَ عَـٰ لْ هِ رَبِّ ٱ  لَّ لِ حَمْدُ   ٱلْ
“All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds.” Praise before

request — and the first half of the reply quoted below.

Qurʾan 1:2

٢ 3 · The two mercies

رَّحِيمِ مَـٰنِ ٱل  رَّحْ ٱل
“The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.” Named again,

immediately, before anything is asked of Him.

Qurʾan 1:3

٣

4 · Owner of that Day

دِّينِ يَوْمِ ٱل لِكِ  مَـٰ
“Sovereign of the Day of Recompense.” Mercy and reckoning

set side by side in two lines.

Qurʾan 1:4

٤ 5 · The hinge

عِينُ تَ نَسْ اكَ  يَّ بُدُ وَإِ نَعْ اكَ  يَّ إِ
“It is You we worship and You we ask for help.” The surah turns

here from speaking about Him to speaking to Him.

Qurʾan 1:5

٥ 6 · The one request

مَ قِي تَ  لْمُسْ نَا ٱلصِّرَٰطَ ٱ ٱهْدِ
“Guide us to the straight path.” Of everything that could be

asked seventeen times a day, this is what is asked.

Qurʾan 1:6

٦

7 · Which path

لِّينَ  آ لَا ٱلضَّ هِمْ وَ لَيْ عَ وبِ  لْمَغْضُ يْرِ ٱ غَ هِمْ  لَيْ عَ عَمْتَ  نْ  لَّذِينَ أَ صِرَٰطَ ٱ
“The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favour, not

of those who earned anger, nor of those who went astray.”

Three groups, one road.

Qurʾan 1:7

٧ No prayer without it

“Whoever does not recite al-Fatihah in his prayer, his prayer is

invalid.” And he صلى الله عليه وسلم told Abu Saʿid he would teach him the

greatest surah in the Qurʾan — then named it, as the seven oft-

repeated verses.

Sahih al-Bukhari 756 · 4474

٨ A reply, line by line

Allah said: I have divided the prayer between Me and My servant

in two halves. When he says “all praise is due to Allah”, Allah

says: My servant has praised Me — and so on, to the end.

Sahih Muslim, Kitab as-Salah
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