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When someone dies
Death brings a short list of duties — wash, shroud, pray, bury, settle debts — and a longer question about grief, on which the

Companions themselves did not agree.

What to say

عُونَ رَٰجِ يْهِ  لَ  آ إِ نَّ  هِ وَإِ  لَّ لِ ا  نَّ  ا۟ إِ  لُوٓ قَا
“They say: indeed we belong to Allah, and to Him we return.”

The verse gives the words before it promises the reward for

them.

Qurʾan 2:156

١ A right, not a kindness

، يضِ لْمَرِ ةُ ا يَادَ ، وَعِ اَمِ ل رَدُّ السَّ مْسٌ  لِمِ خَ لْمُسْ لَى ا عَ لِمِ  لْمُسْ حَقُّ ا

عَاطِسِ لْ تَشْمِيتُ ا وَةِ، وَ عْ ةُ الدَّ بَ جَا زِ، وَإِ نَائِ جَ  بَاعُ الْ تِّ  وَا
“The Muslim's right upon the Muslim is five” — and following the

funeral is one of them, beside answering the salam and visiting

the sick.

Sahih al-Bukhari 1240

٢ The shroud

ةٍ  يَّ لِ حُو  بِيضٍ سَ يَةٍ  نِ مَا يَ وَابٍ  ثْ  ثَةِ أَ اَ ثَل فِي  فِّنَ  كُ
ʿAʾishah: he صلى الله عليه وسلم was shrouded in three white Yemeni cloths of

cotton, with no shirt and no turban among them.

Sahih al-Bukhari 1264

٣

The prayer over him

سِّعْ هُ وَوَ لَ زُ نُ كْرِمْ  هُ وَأَ نْ عَ فِهِ وَاعْفُ  عَا هُ وَ مْ هُ وَارْحَ لَ رْ  فِ هُمَّ اغْ  لَّ ال

هُ لَ خَ مُدْ
“O Allah, forgive him, have mercy on him, give him ease and

pardon him; honour his arrival and widen his entry.” Four takbirs,

standing, no rukuʿ.

Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Janaʾiz

٤ Do not delay

هَا مُونَ دِّ تُقَ رٌ  يْ خَ ةً فَ حَ  تَكُ صَالِ نْ  فَإِ زَةِ،  نَا جِ  بِالْ سْرِعُوا   أَ
“Hasten with the funeral: if she was righteous, it is good that

you send her on.” Burial is not an occasion to be arranged at

leisure.

Sahih al-Bukhari 1315

٥ Weeping, or wailing

حَىِّ  بُكَاءِ الْ بِ بُ  عَذَّ يُ لَ يِّتَ  مَ لْ نَّ ا إِ
ʿUmar cited: “The dead is punished by the weeping of the

living.” ʿAʾishah rejected that reading and cited Qurʾan 35:18.

The Companions did not settle it.

Sahih al-Bukhari 1290 · 1286 · they differed

٦

The waiting after a husband

ةَ عَ بَ  رْ سِهِنَّ أَ نفُ بِأَ نَ  صْ بَّ رَ تَ يَ ا  وَٰجًۭ زْ رُونَ أَ يَذَ  وْنَ مِنكُمْ وَ فَّ وَ تَ يُ لَّذِينَ  وَٱ

رٍۢ وَعَشْرًۭا هُ شْ  أَ
“Those who are widowed wait four months and ten days.” For

anyone else, no more than three days of mourning; the detail of

ihdad the schools set differently.

Qurʾan 2:234 · Sahih al-Bukhari 5335 · schools differ

٧ Then visit the graves

هَا رُو زُو فَ بُورِ  لْقُ رَةِ ا يَا  تُكُمْ عَنْ زِ يْ هَ نَ
“I forbade you to visit the graves — so now visit them.” A visit

for the living, who are reminded where they are going.

Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Janaʾiz

٨ What keeps going

هُ لَ يَدْعُو  حٍ  لَدٍ صَالِ وْ وَ بِهِ أَ تَفَعُ  نْ يُ لْمٍ  وْ عِ يَةٍ أَ  قَةٍ جَارِ مِنْ صَدَ
“…except three: an ongoing charity, knowledge from which

benefit is taken, or a righteous child who prays for him.”

Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Wasiyyah
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