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Divorce — the basics done properly
The Qurʾan treats divorce as a process with timing, witnesses and maintenance, not a word said in temper. Several of its

details the schools read differently.

Reconcile first

هَآ لِ هْ مِّنْ أَ مًۭا    لِهۦِ وَحَكَ هْ مِّنْ أَ مًۭا    ا۟ حَكَ ثُو عَ بْ فَٱ مَا  هِ نِ يْ بَ مْ شِقَاقَ  تُ نْ خِفْ وَإِ
“If you fear a breach between the two, appoint an arbiter from

his family and an arbiter from hers.” Arbitration before anything

is pronounced.

Qurʾan 4:35

١ Twice — then either way, kindly

سَـٰنٍۢ حْ بِإِ حٌۢ   سْرِي تَ وْ  رُوفٍ أَ مَعْ بِ كٌۢ  مْسَا فَإِ   ۖ تَانِ  مَرَّ لَـٰقُ   ٱلطَّ
“Divorce is twice; then either retain in kindness or release with

good treatment.” Both exits are to be done well.

Qurʾan 2:229

٢ The timing

ةَ  عِدَّ لْ ا۟ ٱ و صُ حْ هِنَّ وَأَ تِ عِدَّ لِ هُنَّ  لِّقُو  فَطَ ءَ  نِّسَآ مُ ٱل تُ قْ لَّ  ذَا طَ إِ
“When you divorce women, divorce them at the start of their

waiting period, and count the period.” The same verse forbids

expelling her from the home.

Qurʾan 65:1

٣

Not in her period

رَ هُ  تَطْ ى  تَّ هَا حَ  يُمْسِكْ لِ مَّ  هَا، ثُ رَاجِعْ يُ لْ فَ هُ   مُرْ
Ibn ʿUmar divorced his wife while she was menstruating. “Order

him to take her back, and keep her until she becomes pure.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 5251 · Sunan Abi Dawud 2179 · sahih

٤ The waiting period

ءٍۢ
 رُوٓ قُ ةَ  ثَ لَـٰ ثَ سِهِنَّ  نفُ بِأَ نَ  صْ بَّ رَ تَ يَ قَـٰتُ  لَّ لْمُطَ وَٱ

“Divorced women shall wait three qurū ʾ.” Whether qurʾ means a

menstrual period or the interval of purity between two is a

point the schools read differently.

Qurʾan 2:228 · fiqh: the schools differ

٥ Witnesses

هِ  لَّ لِ ةَ  هَـٰدَ شَّ ا۟ ٱل قِيمُو  مِّنكُمْ وَأَ لٍۢ  عَدْ ا۟ ذَوَىْ  شْهِدُو  وَأَ
“And take as witnesses two just men among you, and establish

the testimony for Allah.” A divorce is a recorded act, not a

private one.

Qurʾan 65:2

٦

House her, do not squeeze her

هُنَّ و آرُّ تُضَ لَا  كُمْ وَ مِّن وُجْدِ تُم  كَن يْثُ سَ هُنَّ مِنْ حَ نُو كِ سْ أَ

هِنَّ لَيْ عَ ا۟  يِّقُو   تُضَ لِ
“Lodge them where you dwell, according to your means, and do

not harass them to make things hard.” If she is pregnant, spend

until she delivers.

Qurʾan 65:6

٧ Three at once

Ibn ʿUmar: “Would that you had divorced once or twice — the

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم commanded me that.” Whether three words in one

sitting count as three or as one is unsettled.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5264 · Sahih Muslim, Kitab at-Talaq · schools
differ

٨ Khulʿ — when she asks

ةً لِيقَ  تَطْ هَا  لِّقْ   ةَ وَطَ حَدِيقَ  بَلِ الْ قْ ا
Thabit's wife had no complaint about his character or religion,

but could not stay. “Accept the garden, and divorce her once.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 5273 · al-Bukhari: the chain is uncorroborated
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