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Duʿaʾ — how to ask
The invitation is unconditional and the response is promised. What the texts add is manners: how to open, what to avoid,

when the asking is least likely to be turned away.

He is near

عَانِ ذَا دَ اعِ إِ ةَ ٱلدَّ وَ جِيبُ دَعْ ۖ  أُ يبٌ قَرِ نِّى   فَإِ
“I am near. I respond to the call of the caller when he calls Me.”

The verse comes with no intermediary in it.

Qurʾan 2:186

١
An order, not a permission

لَكُمْ تَجِبْ   سْ نِىٓ أَ كُمُ ٱدْعُو بُّ رَ قَالَ  وَ
“And your Lord has said: call upon Me, I will respond to you.” The

rest of the verse treats not asking as a kind of arrogance.

Qurʾan 40:60

٢
Quietly, and low

ةً يَ عًۭا وَخُفْ  ضَرُّ تَ كُمْ  بَّ رَ ا۟  ٱدْعُو
“Call upon your Lord in humility and in privacy.” Two words that

rule out performance.

Qurʾan 7:55

٣

Use His names

هَا هُ بِ فَٱدْعُو  
ىٰ
نَ  حُسْ  ءُ ٱلْ مَآ  سْ هِ ٱلْأَ  لَّ لِ وَ

“And to Allah belong the best names, so call Him by them.” Ask

for mercy by ar-Rahman, for provision by ar-Razzaq — the

name fits the request.

Qurʾan 7:180

٤ How to open it

لَى عَ لِّ   يُصَ لِ مَّ  يْهِ ثُ لَ عَ نَاءِ   ثَّ هِ وَال  لَّ مِيدِ ال تَحْ بِ بْدَأْ  يَ لْ فَ كُمْ  حَدُ لَّى أَ  ذَا صَ إِ

ءَ ا مَا شَ بِ بَعْدُ  يَدْعُ  لِ مَّ  بِيِّ صلى الله عليه وسلم ثُ نَّ ال
A man supplicated without sending peace on the Prophet: “This

one has hurried.” Then: praise Allah, send salawat, then ask.

Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3477 · hasan sahih (at-Tirmidhi)

٥ Ask firmly

يَعْزِمِ لِ ئْتَ  نْ شِ مْنِي، إِ هُمَّ ارْحَ  لَّ لِي، ال رْ  فِ هُمَّ اغْ  لَّ كُمُ ال حَدُ لَنَّ أَ يَقُو اَ  ل

هُ لَ هَ  مُكْرِ اَ  هُ ل  نَّ  فَإِ ةَ،  لَ  أَ لْمَسْ ا
“Let none of you say: O Allah forgive me if You wish, O Allah

have mercy on me if You wish. Let him be firm in the request,

for nothing can compel Him.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 6339

٦

Do not rush Him

لِي تَجَبْ  يُسْ لَمْ  فَ يَقُولُ دَعَوْتُ  جَلْ  يَعْ لَمْ  مَا  كُمْ  حَدِ جَابُ لأَ تَ يُسْ
“One of you is answered so long as he is not hasty, saying: I

asked and was not answered.” The impatience, not the delay, is

the problem.

Sahih al-Bukhari 6340

٧
What blocks it

هِ بِ مَرَ   مَا أَ بِ نِينَ  مُؤْمِ لْ مَرَ ا  هَ أَ  لَّ نَّ ال بًا، وَإِ يِّ   ا طَ بَلُ إلَّ يَقْ لَا  يِّبٌ   هَ طَ  لَّ إنَّ ال

لِينَ  رْسَ لْمُ ا
“Allah is good and accepts only what is good.” He then

described a man raising his hands after a long journey — while

his food, drink and clothing are unlawful.

Sahih Muslim, Kitab az-Zakah

٨
When to ask

ةِ مَ قَا  ذَانِ وَالإِ يْنَ الأَ بَ رَدُّ  يُ اَ  ءُ ل عَا  الدُّ
“The supplication between the adhan and the iqamah is not

turned away.” And the last third of every night, where Allah

invites the asking by name.

Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3595 · sahih · Sahih al-Bukhari 6321
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