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The adab of host and guest
Hospitality in the Qurʾan begins with Ibrahim, who served his visitors himself. The sunnah then fixes the host's duty and, just

as plainly, the guest's limit.

The honoured guests

رَمِينَ مُكْ لْ مَ ٱ رَٰهِي  بْ  يْفِ إِ ىٰكَ حَدِيثُ ضَ تَ  هَلْ أَ
“Has there reached you the account of the honoured guests of

Ibrahim?” The Qurʾan calls them honoured before it says a word

about the food.

Qurʾan 51:24

١ He went himself

مِينٍۢ عِجْلٍۢ سَ بِ ءَ  جَآ لِهۦِ فَ هْ لَىٰٓ أَ  رَاغَ إِ فَ
“Then he hurried to his household and came with a fat roasted

calf.” He brought it near and said: will you not eat? No servant,

no delay, the best he had.

Qurʾan 51:26 · 51:27

٢ Guest before self

ةٌۭ  اصَ هِمْ خَصَ لَوْ كَانَ بِ سِهِمْ وَ نفُ ىٰٓ أَ

لَ عَ رُونَ  ثِ يُؤْ  وَ

“And they give them preference over themselves, even though

they are in need.” Said of the Ansar, who housed the Muhajirun.

Qurʾan 59:9

٣

Ask leave, then greet

هَا لِ هْ ىٰٓ أَ

لَ عَ ا۟  مُو لِّ تُسَ ا۟ وَ نِسُو  تَأْ تَسْ  

ىٰ
 تَّ تِكُمْ حَ يُو بُ رَ  يْ غَ تًا  يُو بُ ا۟  لُو تَدْخُ لَا 

“Do not enter houses other than your own until you have asked

permission and greeted their people.” The visit starts at the

threshold, not inside.

Qurʾan 24:27

٤ One condition, three duties

“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day: let him not harm

his neighbour, let him honour his guest, and let him say what is

good or keep silent.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 6136

٥ Three days

هُ تُ زَ  امٍ جَائِ يَّ ةُ أَ ثَ اَ ثَل ةُ  فَ يَا  ضِّ ال
“Hospitality is three days, and his jaʾizah.” Asked what the

jaʾizah was: “A day and a night” — the first day is the generous

one.

Sahih al-Bukhari 6476

٦

The guest's limit

هُ حْرِجَ  ى يُ تَّ هُ حَ نْدَ ثْوِيَ عِ يَ نْ  هُ أَ لَ حِلُّ   اَ يَ وَل
“It is not lawful for him to stay on until he puts his host in

difficulty.” Whatever the host spends after the three days is

counted as sadaqah.

Sunan Abi Dawud 3748 · sahih

٧ Say yes

هَا تِ يَأْ لْ فَ مَةِ  لِي وَ لْ لَى ا  كُمْ إِ حَدُ يَ أَ ذَا دُعِ إِ
“When one of you is invited to a wedding feast, let him come.”

He صلى الله عليه وسلم said he would answer an invitation to a shank or a trotter.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5173 · 2568

٨ There is enough

ةِ عَ بَ  رْ فِي الأَ ثَةِ كَا اَ ل ثَّ مُ ال عَا  ثَةِ، وَطَ اَ ل ثَّ فِي ال يْنِ كَا نَ ثْ اِ مُ ال عَا  طَ
“The food of two is enough for three, and the food of three is

enough for four.” Said about a table, not about a budget.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5392
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