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His family صلى الله عليه وسلم
A man with wives the Qurʾan calls mothers of the believers, seven children of whom he buried six, and a reputation at home

that was the same as his reputation outside it.

Mothers of the believers

هُمْ تُ هَـٰ  مَّ  أُ
ۥٓ
هُ وَٰجُ زْ ۖ  وَأَ سِهِمْ نفُ نِينَ مِنْ أَ مُؤْمِ لْ بِٱ لَىٰ  وْ بِىُّ أَ نَّ ٱل

“The Prophet is more worthy of the believers than themselves,

and his wives are their mothers.” The title is given in the Book,

not by custom.

Qurʾan 33:6

١ Khadijah, first

Jibril came and said: Khadijah is coming to you with a dish;

greet her from her Lord and from me, and give her the good

news of a house of qasab in Paradise, with no noise and no

fatigue in it.

Sahih al-Bukhari 3820

٢ Still spoken of

ʿAʾishah: I was never jealous of any woman as I was of Khadijah,

because he used to mention her so often — and he married me

three years after her death.

Sahih al-Bukhari 3817

٣

The choice he offered

هَا تَ نَ ي يَا وَزِ نْ  ةَ ٱلدُّ  يَوٰ حَ  تُرِدْنَ ٱلْ تُنَّ  ن كُن زْوَٰجِكَ إِ لِّأَ قُل  بِىُّ  نَّ هَا ٱل  يُّ أَ يَـٰٓ

لًۭا  مِي سَرَاحًۭا جَ سَرِّحْكُنَّ   تِّعْكُنَّ وَأُ  مَ  يْنَ أُ لَ عَا تَ فَ
“O Prophet, say to your wives: if you desire the life of this world

and its adornment, then come, I will give you a provision and

release you with a gracious release.”

Qurʾan 33:28

٤ Asked who he loved most

ʿAmr b. al-ʿAs, sent to command an army, asked him who was

dearest to him. “ʿAʾishah.” And among the men? “Her father.”

Then ʿUmar, then he named others.

Sahih al-Bukhari 3662

٥ Fatimah

بَنِي  غْضَ هَا أَ بَ  غْضَ مَنْ أَ فَ نِّي،  ةٌ مِ عَ  بَضْ ةُ  فَاطِمَ
“Fatimah is a part of me; whoever angers her has angered me.”

Said publicly, from the pulpit of a dispute.

Sahih al-Bukhari 3714

٦

The children

Al-Qasim, ʿAbdullah, Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm Kulthum and

Fatimah by Khadijah, and Ibrahim by Mariyah — as the standard

sirah lists give them. Only Fatimah outlived him.

The standard sirah lists · Ibn Hisham; Ibn Saʿd

٧ Burying Ibrahim

نَا،  بُّ رَ ضَى  يَرْ مَا  اَّ  ل نَقُولُ إِ اَ  زَنُ، وَل حْ  لْبَ يَ لْقَ مَعُ، وَا تَدْ يْنَ  عَ لْ نَّ ا إِ

نُونَ زُو حْ مَ لَ مُ  رَاهِي بْ  يَا إِ قِكَ  رَا فِ بِ ا  نَّ  وَإِ
Holding his dying son he wept. “The eye sheds tears and the

heart grieves, but we say nothing except what pleases our Lord.

O Ibrahim, we are grieved by your parting.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 1303

٨ What he was like at home

لِي هْ كُمْ لأَ رُ يْ نَا خَ  لِهِ وَأَ هْ كُمْ لأَ رُ يْ كُمْ خَ رُ يْ خَ
“The best of you is the best to his family, and I am the best of

you to my family.” ʿAʾishah, asked what he did in the house, said

he busied himself serving his family until the prayer was called.

Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3895 · sahih · Sahih al-Bukhari 676
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