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How the Qurʾan was revealed and preserved
Sent down in a blessed night, then delivered in pieces across the years of the mission; memorised before it was bound, and

bound twice within the first thirty years.

In a blessed night

رِ لْقَدْ لَةِ ٱ يْ لَ فِى  هُ  نَـٰ لْ زَ ن آ أَ نَّ  إِ
“Indeed, We sent it down during the Night of Decree.” The first

of the two things the Qurʾan says about its own timing.

Qurʾan 97:1

١ In the month of Ramadan

ءَانُ رْ لْقُ فِيهِ ٱ نزِلَ  لَّذِىٓ أُ انَ ٱ رَمَضَ رُ  شَهْ
“The month of Ramadan is that in which was revealed the

Qurʾan, a guidance for the people.” The second.

Qurʾan 2:185

٢ In portions, on purpose

لًۭا  ي تَنزِ هُ  نَـٰ لْ  نَزَّ ثٍۢ وَ  مُكْ
ىٰ
لَ عَ اسِ  نَّ لَى ٱل عَ هۥُ   رَأَ  تَقْ لِ هُ  نَـٰ قْ رَ فَ نًۭا   ءَا رْ قُ وَ

“And it is a Qurʾan which We have divided into parts, that you

might recite it to the people at intervals.” Spread, by the

standard chronology, over thirteen years in Makkah and ten in

Madinah.

Qurʾan 17:106 · the standard sirah chronology

٣

They wanted it all at once

ةًۭ وَٰحِدَ ةًۭ  لَ مْ ءَانُ جُ رْ لْقُ يْهِ ٱ لَ عَ زِّلَ  نُ لَا  لَوْ ا۟  رُو فَ لَّذِينَ كَ قَالَ ٱ وَ
“And those who disbelieve say: why was the Qurʾan not

revealed to him all at once?” The answer given is the

strengthening of his heart.

Qurʾan 25:32

٤ How it came

Al-Harith b. Hisham asked how revelation reached him.

“Sometimes it is like the ringing of a bell — this is the hardest of

all — and it passes off after I have grasped it. Sometimes the

angel comes in the form of a man.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 2

٥ The first command

In the cave of Hiraʾ the angel told him to read. “I do not know

how to read.” Three times pressed, and then: “Read in the name

of your Lord who created — created man from a clot.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 3 · Qurʾan 96:1–3

٦

Gathered under Abu Bakr

After the dead of Yamama, ʿUmar pressed Abu Bakr to collect it

before the memorisers were gone, and Zayd b. Thabit was set

to gather it — from pieces of leather and from the chests of

men.

Sahih al-Bukhari 4986

٧ Copied under ʿUthman

Hudhayfah warned ʿUthman of differences in recitation

between the armies. ʿUthman sent for Hafsah’s manuscript, had

copies written from it, and sent one to each province.

Sahih al-Bukhari 4987

٨ Seven ahruf

ʿUmar dragged Hisham b. Hakim to him over a reading of al-

Furqan he had not been taught. Both were told “it was revealed

in this way”, and: “This Qurʾan has been revealed to be recited

in seven ways.” What the seven are is disputed among the

scholars.

Sahih al-Bukhari 4992 · the scholars differ on the seven
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