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The qiblah — facing the Kaʿbah
What the qiblah is, how to find it from where you stand, and what to do when you simply cannot tell.

Turn your face

رَامِ حَ  جِدِ ٱلْ لْمَسْ رَ ٱ  طْ هَكَ شَ لِّ وَجْ وَ فَ
“So turn your face toward al-Masjid al-Haram. And wherever

you are, turn your faces toward it.”

Qurʾan 2:144

١ The change

For sixteen or seventeen months the Muslims faced Jerusalem.

When the command came, the people at Quba turned mid-

prayer.

Qurʾan 2:142–144 · Sahih al-Bukhari 403 · 4486

٢ A condition of the prayer

Facing it is a condition for a valid obligatory prayer, standing

beside purity, covering the ʿaurah, and the time.

Qurʾan 2:144 · 2:150

٣

Faced, never worshipped

ʿUmar said to the Black Stone: I know you are a stone that

neither harms nor benefits. The direction is obedience, not

reverence for a building.

Sahih al-Bukhari 1597

٤ The direction, not the building

Those at the Kaʿbah face the structure itself. Everyone else

faces its direction — which is why a long straight row is sound.

an-Nawawi, al-Majmuʿ · Qurʾan 2:144

٥ From Malaysia

Roughly west-north-west, not due west. Take it from a masjid's

mihrab, a checked compass bearing, or a JAKIM falak reading.

Qurʾan 2:144 · JAKIM, Falak Syarie

٦

When the sun stands over it

Twice a year the sun passes directly above the Kaʿbah at its

noon. At that moment, face the sun and you face the qiblah.

Qurʾan 2:144 · JAKIM, Falak Syarie

٧

The shadow of an upright object then points away from it

If you cannot tell

هِ  لَّ هُ ٱل مَّ وَجْ ثَ فَ ا۟  لُّو وَ تُ مَا  نَ يْ  فَأَ
“So wherever you turn, there is the Face of Allah.” Ask, judge

your best, and pray. A prayer offered on a sound effort stands.

Qurʾan 2:115 · Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Kitab al-Salah · hasan

٨ The exceptions

Voluntary prayer while travelling may face the way you are

going. In real fear, pray on foot or mounted, however you are

able.

Qurʾan 2:239 · Sahih al-Bukhari 1096
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