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Raising children
You will be asked about them. The Sunnah is concrete about it: a name, mercy, fairness, prayer, and an example worth

copying.

Guard them from the Fire

نَارًۭا لِيكُمْ  هْ نفُسَكُمْ وَأَ ا۟ أَ  قُوٓ
“O you who have believed, protect yourselves and your families

from a Fire.” Your own salvation and theirs come in one

command.

Qurʾan 66:6

١ You are a shepherd

هِ تِ  يَّ رَعِ ئُولٌ عَنْ   مَسْ كُمْ  ، وَكُلُّ رَاعٍ كُمْ  كُلُّ
“Each of you is a shepherd, and each of you is answerable for

his flock” — the man for his household, the woman for the

house and the children.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5200 · 7138

٢ The seventh day

ى يُسَمَّ لَقُ وَ حْ  عِهِ وَيُ بِ ا يَوْمَ سَ هُ  نْ عَ حُ   تُذْبَ تِهِ  قِيقَ عَ بِ ةٌ  نَ رَهِي اَمٍ  غُل كُلُّ 
“Every boy is in pledge for his ʿaqiqah: it is slaughtered for him

on the seventh day, his head is shaved, and he is given a name.”

Sunan Abi Dawud 2838 · sahih

٣

Prayer from seven

نِينَ بْعِ سِ  ءُ سَ نَا بْ  هُمْ أَ اَةِ وَ ل بِالصَّ كُمْ  اَدَ وْل مُرُوا أَ
“Command your children to pray at seven, discipline them for it

at ten, and separate their sleeping places.”

Sunan Abi Dawud 495 · sahih

٤ Mercy, visibly

He صلى الله عليه وسلم kissed al-Hasan. A man said he had ten children and had

never kissed one. He said: whoever shows no mercy will be

shown none.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5997

٥ Be fair between them

A father asked him صلى الله عليه وسلم to witness a gift to one son. He asked

whether he had given each of them the same, then said: fear

Allah and be just to your children.

Sahih al-Bukhari 2587

٦

Begin with tawhid

هِ  لَّ بِٱل شْرِكْ  تُ لَا  نَىَّ  بُ يَـٰ
Luqman's first counsel to his son: “O my son, do not associate

anything with Allah; association with Him is a great injustice.”

Qurʾan 31:13

٧ What to ask for them

يُنٍۢ عْ ةَ أَ  رَّ قُ نَا  تِ ـٰ يَّ  نَا وَذُرِّ وَٰجِ زْ نَا مِنْ أَ لَ هَبْ  نَا   بَّ رَ
“Our Lord, grant us from among our wives and offspring

comfort to our eyes, and make us an example for the

righteous.”

Qurʾan 25:74

٨ What outlives you

When a man dies his deeds stop but for three: a continuing

charity, knowledge people benefit from, and a righteous child

who prays for him.

Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Wasiyyah
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