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Keeping the ties of kinship
Kinship is not a sentiment in the texts, it is an obligation with a name. The verses pair it with taqwa; the hadith make cutting it

a bar at the gate.

Named beside taqwa

مَ رْحَا بِهۦِ وَٱلْأَ لُونَ  ءَ تَسَآ لَّذِى  هَ ٱ  لَّ ا۟ ٱل قُو تَّ وَٱ
“And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the

wombs.” The ties of kinship are mentioned in the same breath

as fearing Allah.

Qurʾan 4:1

١ Give the relative his right

هۥُ  قَّ بَىٰ حَ رْ لْقُ ءَاتِ ذَا ٱ وَ
“And give the relative his right.” A right, not a favour — the word

used is haqq.

Qurʾan 17:26

٢ Those who join

هُمْ  رَبَّ خْشَوْنَ   يُوصَلَ وَيَ ن  بِهِۦٓ أَ هُ   لَّ مَرَ ٱل  مَآ أَ لُونَ   يَصِ لَّذِينَ  وَٱ

حِسَابِ  ءَ ٱلْ  وٓ فُونَ سُ خَا  وَيَ
“And those who join what Allah has ordered to be joined, and

fear their Lord, and are afraid of a terrible reckoning.”

Qurʾan 13:21

٣

Those who cut

يُوصَلَ ن  بِهِۦٓ أَ هُ   لَّ مَرَ ٱل  مَآ أَ عُونَ  يَقْطَ  وَ
“…and cut what Allah has ordered to be joined.” The verse ends

with the curse and an evil home.

Qurʾan 13:25

٤ The turning away

مَكُمْ رْحَا ا۟ أَ  عُوٓ طِّ تُقَ رْضِ وَ فِى ٱلْأَ ا۟  تُفْسِدُو ن  مْ أَ تُ يْ لَّ وَ تَ ن  مْ إِ تُ يْ فَهَلْ عَسَ
“Then would you perhaps, if you turned away, cause corruption

on earth and sever your ties of kinship?” Corruption and cutting

kin, side by side.

Qurʾan 47:22

٥ A tie from ar-Rahman

هُ تُ قَطَعْ هَا  عَ قَطَ مَنْ  هُ، وَ تُ لْ  هَا وَصَ لَ  مَنْ وَصَ فَ ةٌ،  نَ جْ  رَّحِمُ شِ ال
“The womb is a tie; whoever keeps it, I keep ties with him, and

whoever cuts it, I cut him off.” Allah's own words, reported by

ʿAʾishah.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5989

٦

Provision and lifetime

لْ يَصِ لْ فَ ثَرِهِ،   فِي أَ هُ  لَ نْسَأَ  يُ نْ  قِهِ، وَأَ فِي رِزْ هُ  لَ بْسَطَ  يُ نْ  هُ أَ  سَرَّ مَنْ 

هُ مَ  رَحِ
“Whoever is pleased to have his provision widened and his term

extended, let him keep the ties of kinship.” Narrated by Abu

Hurayrah, and by Anas.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5985 · 5986

٧ Not a trade

هُ مُ  رَحِ قَطَعَتْ  ذَا  لَّذِي إِ لُ ا وَاصِ لْ لَكِنِ ا ، وَ فِئِ لْمُكَا بِا لُ  وَاصِ لْ يْسَ ا لَ

هَا لَ  وَصَ
“The one who keeps ties is not the one who repays in kind; he is

the one who restores them when they have been cut off.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 5991 · raised by two of three narrators

٨ Barred at the gate

قَاطِعٌ ةَ   نَّ جَ  يَدْخُلُ الْ اَ  ل
“The one who severs kinship will not enter Paradise.” Heard

directly by Jubayr ibn Mutʿim.

Sahih al-Bukhari 5984

٩


