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Tawbah — the door that stays open
The texts put no ceiling on what can be forgiven and no quota on how often you may return. They put only two limits on when:

the death-rattle, and the sun rising from the west.

Do not despair

هِۚ   لَّ مَةِ ٱل  حْ ا۟ مِن رَّ نَطُو تَقْ لَا  سِهِمْ  نفُ ىٰٓ أَ

لَ عَ ا۟  فُو سْرَ  لَّذِينَ أَ بَادِىَ ٱ عِ يَـٰ قُلْ 

عًا مِي نُوبَ جَ  رُ ٱلذُّ فِ يَغْ هَ   لَّ نَّ ٱل إِ
“Say: O My servants who have transgressed against themselves,

do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed Allah forgives all

sins.”

Qurʾan 39:53

١ Sincere repentance

وحًا صُ نَّ ةًۭ  بَ  تَوْ هِ   لَّ لَى ٱل  ا۟ إِ  بُوٓ  تُو ا۟  نُو مَ ءَا لَّذِينَ  هَا ٱ  يُّ أَ يَـٰٓ
“O you who have believed, repent to Allah with sincere

repentance.” Nasuh: meant, not merely said — and so turning

from the sin, regretting it, resolving not to return.

Qurʾan 66:8

٢ All of you, believers

لِحُونَ  تُفْ كُمْ  عَلَّ لَ نُونَ  مُؤْمِ لْ هَ ٱ  يُّ  عًا أَ مِي هِ جَ  لَّ لَى ٱل  ا۟ إِ  بُوٓ  تُو وَ
“And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that you

might succeed.” Addressed to the believers, not to the

strangers — nobody is outside it.

Qurʾan 24:31

٣

Exchanged, not merely erased

هُ  لَّ دِّلُ ٱل بَ يُ كَ  ئِ لَـٰٓ  و۟ فَأُ لِحًۭا  لًۭا صَـٰ  مَ عَ عَمِلَ  مَنَ وَ ءَا تَابَ وَ ا مَن  لَّ إِ

نَـٰتٍۢ هِمْ حَسَ ـَٔاتِ يِّ   سَ
“Except for one who repents, believes and does righteous work

— for them Allah will replace their evil deeds with good.”

Qurʾan 25:70

٤ How it is received

فِي هُ  لَّ ضَ قَدْ أَ عِيرِهِ وَ بَ لَى  عَ قَطَ  كُمْ سَ حَدِ بْدِهِ مِنْ أَ عَ بَةِ   تَوْ بِ رَحُ  فْ  هُ أَ  لَّ ال

اَةٍ فَل رْضِ  أَ
“Allah is more delighted at the repentance of His servant than

one of you who stumbles upon his camel after losing it in a

waterless desert.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 6309

٥ Seventy times a day

ةً  مَرَّ عِينَ  بْ  رَ مِنْ سَ ثَ  كْ يَوْمِ أَ لْ فِي ا يْهِ  لَ  تُوبُ إِ  هَ وَأَ  لَّ رُ ال فِ تَغْ  سْ نِّي لأَ  هِ إِ  لَّ وَال
“By Allah, I ask Allah's forgiveness and turn to Him in repentance

more than seventy times a day.” Said by the one with nothing

to be forgiven.

Sahih al-Bukhari 6307

٦

Until the sun turns back

“Whoever repents before the sun rises from its place of setting,

Allah turns to him in mercy.” One deadline, and it is not in

anybody's diary.

Sahih Muslim, Kitab adh-Dhikr wa'd-Duʿaʾ wa't-Tawbah wa'l-
Istighfar

٧ Until the throat

رْغِرْ غَ يُ لَمْ  مَا  بْدِ  عَ لْ ةَ ا بَ  تَوْ بَلُ  يَقْ هَ   لَّ نَّ ال إِ
“Allah accepts the repentance of a servant as long as he has

not begun to rattle in the throat.” The personal deadline, and it

is not in anybody's diary either.

Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3537 · hasan gharib (at-Tirmidhi)

٨ He loves the returning

ينَ هِّرِ تَطَ مُ لْ حِبُّ ٱ  بِينَ وَيُ وَّٰ   تَّ حِبُّ ٱل  هَ يُ  لَّ نَّ ٱل إِ
“Indeed Allah loves those who are constantly repentant and

loves those who purify themselves.” Tawwabin is a plural of

habit: those who keep coming back.

Qurʾan 2:222

٩


