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The adab of travel
Travel changes what is owed: the prayer shortens, the fast may be deferred, and the duʿaʾ is answered. It also comes with

manners for the road itself.

The prayer shortens

ا۟ مِنَ صُرُو تَقْ ن  نَاحٌ أَ يْكُمْ جُ لَ عَ يْسَ  لَ فَ رْضِ  فِى ٱلْأَ مْ  تُ بْ ضَرَ ذَا  وَإِ

لَوٰةِ  ٱلصَّ
“When you travel in the land there is no blame on you to

shorten the prayer.” The sunnah shows the four-rakʿah prayers

prayed as two.

Qurʾan 4:101

١ Take provision

وَىٰ قْ تَّ ادِ ٱل زَّ رَ ٱل يْ نَّ خَ فَإِ ا۟  دُو زَوَّ تَ وَ
“And take provision — but the best provision is taqwa.” Said of

the pilgrim, and read by the scholars of every journey.

Qurʾan 2:197

٢ What to say on mounting

نِينَ رِ مُقْ هۥُ  لَ ا  نَّ كُ مَا  هَـٰذَا وَ نَا  لَ رَ   خَّ  لَّذِى سَ ـٰنَ ٱ بْحَ ا۟ سُ لُو تَقُو وَ
“And say: glory to Him who subjected this to us, for we could

never have done it.” The verse itself supplies the words.

Qurʾan 43:13

٣

The duʿaʾ of the journey

عَمَلِ لْ وَى وَمِنَ ا قْ تَّ بِرِّ وَال لْ هَذَا مِنَ ا فَرِي  فِي سَ لُكَ   أَ سْ نِّي أَ  هُمَّ إِ  لَّ ال

ضَى تَرْ مَا 
“O Allah, I ask You on this journey of mine for righteousness,

taqwa, and deeds You are pleased with.” Then: ease the way,

and fold up its distance.

Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3447 · sahih · at-Tirmidhi: hasan gharib

٤ Provisioned with taqwa

وَى قْ تَّ هُ ال  لَّ دَكَ ال زَوَّ
A man asked for provision before a journey. “May Allah provision

you with taqwa” — then: and forgive your sin, and make good

easy for you wherever you are.

Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3444 · sahih · at-Tirmidhi: hasan gharib

٥ Appoint one of you

هُمْ حَدَ مِّرُوا أَ ؤَ يُ لْ فَ فَرٍ  فِي سَ ةٌ  ثَ اَ ثَل ذَا خَرَجَ  إِ
“When three set out on a journey, let them appoint one of them

leader.” A party of three is already a group that needs deciding.

Sunan Abi Dawud 2608 · sahih

٦

His duʿaʾ is answered

ةُ وَ لِدِ وَدَعْ وَا لْ ةُ ا وَ هِنَّ دَعْ فِي اَ شَكَّ  بَاتٌ ل جَا تَ  مُسْ وَاتٍ  اَثُ دَعَ ثَل

لُومِ  لْمَظْ ةُ ا وَ فِرِ وَدَعْ لْمُسَا ا
“Three supplications are answered, without doubt: that of a

parent, that of a traveller, and that of the wronged.”

Sunan Abi Dawud 1536 · hasan

٧ Then come home

هُ، مَ نَوْ هُ وَ بَ شَرَا هُ وَ مَ عَا  كُمْ طَ حَدَ نَعُ أَ مْ يَ  ، عَذَابِ لْ ةٌ مِنَ ا عَ  قِطْ رُ  فَ السَّ

لِهِ هْ لَى أَ  عَجِّلْ إِ يُ لْ فَ هُ  تَ مَ هْ ضَى نَ قَ ذَا  فَإِ
“Travel is a piece of punishment: it keeps one of you from his

food, his drink and his sleep. So when his need is met, let him

hurry back to his family.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 1804

٨ On the way back

هُ زَابَ وَحْدَ حْ مَ الأَ زَ هَ هُ وَ بْدَ عَ صَرَ  نَ هُ وَ هُ وَعْدَ  لَّ صَدَقَ ال
Takbir on every rise of the ground — and on the climbs out,

takbir; on the descents, tasbih. Then: “Allah fulfilled His promise

and aided His servant.”

Sahih al-Bukhari 1797 · 2993
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